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One time I asked a Bible study group in the church where I ministered if they 
knew the difference between a "gift" and a "prize." The majority were 
immediately certain that they knew. I had them turn in their Bibles to Romans 
6:23 where it speaks of the "gift" of God which is eternal life, and then 
Philippians 3:14 where we read of the "prize" of the high calling. Then I asked if 
they thought the two passages were referring to the same thing. They looked a 
little puzzled. Evidently such a thought had never occurred to most of them. 

Why should it? Most Christians have read the Bible so long through rose-colored 
glasses of traditional theology, that it is difficult for them to take the simple 
meaning of words and apply them correctly. 

In II Timothy 2:15, Paul admonishes us to "study to show thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth." But how does one "rightly divide" the Word of Truth? The Greek word 
orthotomeo means 'to cut straight' (divide), and as Paul is speaking of a good 
workman, he must be thinking of some work in which the workman's skill 
consists in cutting straight; perhaps his own trade, in which it was all important to 
cut the pieces straight that were afterwards to be joined together to make a tent. 
To "rightly divide the word of Truth" means, at least in part, to properly "cut 
straight," divide or distinguish between the various portions of Divine Truth that 
they might be fitted together into one harmonious whole. 

Does it make sense to call salvation, or eternal life, both a gift and a prize? Does 
it not make better sense to "rightly divide" the two, and by diligent study, show 
by many Scriptures that there is a "prize" to be won as well as a "gift" to be 
received? And thus instead of making God's Word contradict itself, fit each 



portion of truth into its proper place in the Divine scheme of things and produce 
one harmonious whole. 


If we are to "rightly divide" the word of Truth, we must distinguish between 
salvation, as such, which is the gift of God, and the "high calling" which is 
something to be attained to. This is brought out by Paul in I Corinthians 9:24, 
where he uses the same Greek word translated "prize" as we find in Philippians 
3:14. He shows it to be like the prize won in the games or athletic contests of the 
time. "Know ye not that they which run a race run all, but one receiveth the 
prize? So run, that ye may obtain." In the same chapter, Paul indicates his own 
apprehension of failure to obtain this prize: 

"I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one beating the air: but I 
keep under my body, and bring it into subjection, lest that by any means when I 
have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway." 

1 Corinthians 9:26-27 

How different are these words than those of the Apostle which we read in II 
Timothy 1:12: 

"For I know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day." 

In one instance we have apprehension and in the other certitude. Should we not 
"rightly divide" these Scriptures and realize that in the latter words Paul was 
speaking of his certainty of salvation (eternal life), whereas in the former he 
realizes there is something else which he had not yet attained, and which would 
require all the energies and devotion of his life. Hear his words: 

"...if by any means I may attain unto the resurrection from (out from among) the 
dead. Not that I have already obtained, or am already made perfect: but I press 
on, if so be that I may lay hold on that for which also I was laid hold on by Christ 
Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself yet to have laid hold: but one thing I do, 
forgetting the things which are behind, and stretching forward to the things which 
are before, I press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus." - Philippians 3:11-14 



The prize which Paul is so eager to attain is referred to in the above passage as 
the "high calling." The Greek word translated "high" may also be translated 
"above" or "upwards." Thus the "high calling" is a summons or invitation to come 
up higher. This is in harmony with the statement in Hebrews 3:1: "Wherefore, 
holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling." It is a call or summons to attain 
to the glories of heaven itself. All of us who have been saved are partakers of 
(associates in) this heavenly calling. But - we must "give diligence to make our 
calling and election sure" (II Pet. 1:10). Certainly, this is not the same as the GIFT 
of eternal life which is now the present possession of every born-again Christian. 
The distinction is made clear in II Timothy 1:9 where Paul speaks of God Who 
"saved us and called us with a holy calling." The two ideas would not be 
separated by the conjunction "and" if they were one and the same. Paul, in 
Romans 11:29, speaks of the gifts and the callings of God, indicating that they are 
not the same. 

NOW the picture comes into focus. Obviously, if "heaven" is a PRIZE to be won, 
then the GIFT of eternal life must provide only for restored life on the same plane 
on which it was lost - the EARTHLY! Adam was on earth, not in heaven, when he 
forfeited deathless life. The PRIZE involves being "joint heirs" with Christ and His 
own (heavenly) realm, to rule and reign with Him over the earth (Rom. 8:17; Rev. 
5:10, 20:6). Those who fail to make this "calling" must come back to earth in the 
coming Kingdom age to live in deathless physical bodies. The fact that many saved 
ones are now in that realm called "paradise" in no way indicates that they will be 
a part of that coming "Heavenly Kingdom" as "co-heirs and co-rulers" with Christ. 
Paradise is an intermediate state of bliss for departed souls who have been saved, 
but it is in no way synonymous with the glories of the coming Kingdom of Christ 
where those who have overcome will rule and reign with Him. Resurrected life 
back to this earth is to be the lot of many saved ones until they have fully entered 
into all that has been ordained for them. Then at some future date they shall be 
translated into the Heavenly realms, and they will operate no longer in a physical 
but in a glorified body. 



We have seen from three different Scriptures that the PRIZE is a high calling, a 
holy calling and a heavenly calling. Let us examine these thoughts a little further. 
We know that the word "high" indicates that which is lofty or elevated. Thus, in 
type, the high calling would be symbolized by the top or summit of a mountain 
which rises above the ground level. Moses, on the top of Mount Sinai, would 
typify the high calling. The word "high" also means 'difficult to comprehend', 'of a 
great price', or 'greater price than usual'. Thus the "high calling" is not for easy 
going, indulgent Christians. A price must be paid! Paul knew well the price: a 
total renunciation of the things of the world. Hear his words: 

"Howbeit, what things were gain to me, these have I counted loss for Christ. Yea 
verify, and I count all things loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord: for Whom I suffered the loss of all things and do count them but 
refuse, that I may gain Christ.. .that I may know Him and the power of His 
resurrection, and the fellowship of His suffering, becoming conformed unto His 
death; if by any means I may attain unto the resurrection from (out from among) 
the dead." - Philippians 3:7-11 

Paul is referring to the "first resurrection" of those who will "reign with Him" 

(Rev. 20:6). The word "high" also means 'elevated in rank, condition or office'. 
Those who attain unto the high calling are to receive positions of authority and 
rank far above those who enter the earthly kingdom. As a matter of fact they 
are to rule over the earthly kingdom. 

"Blessed and holy is he that has part in the first resurrection: on such the 
second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and 
shall reign with Him a thousand years." - Revelation 20:6 

Of the Apostles, Jesus said, "Ye shall sit on twelve thrones judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel" (Matt. 19:28). According to Revelation 5:10, those to be made 
priests and kings shall reign on (over) the earth. Paul says in I Corinthians 6:2-3, 
"Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? Know ye not that we shall 
judge angels?" Thus those of the "high calling" are elevated even above angels! 

The calling is not only high, it is also holy (II Tim. 1:9). "Follow peace with all men, 
and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord" (Heb. 12:14). Holiness 



means separation in spirit from the things of the world. The Israelites, delivered 
from Egypt and on their way to Canaan, typify the Christians of this age who have 
been delivered from the pollutions of this world and are on their way to the 
Heavenly Kingdom. Numerous and detailed laws did God give the Israelites to 
teach them holiness (separation) from that which defiles and makes "unclean." 
Most of these laws are found in Leviticus, where repeatedly did God say, "Ye shall 
be holy, for I am holy" (Lev. 11:44, and etc.). "I am the Lord your God, which have 
separated you from other people" (Lev. 20:24). All these things happened unto 
them for examples (types); and they are written for our admonition (I Cor. 10:11). 
"Wherefore, come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing, and I WILL RECEIVE YOU" (II Cor. 6:17). "But as He 
which has called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; because 
it is written. Be ye holy, for I am holy" (I Pet. 1:15). The church, which is to 
become the bride of Christ is to be presented to Him a glorious church, not having 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing; "but that it should be holy and without blemish" 
(Eph. 5:27). Certainly, most Christians have not yet attained to this kind of 
holiness! 

The calling is also a "heavenly" calling. "Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of 
the heavenly calling" (Heb. 3:1). The PRIZE of the high calling is Heaven itself; or 
we might say the "Heavenly Kingdom" or realm which is being prepared for 
those who love Him with all of their hearts and souls, and who are being 
perfected into His likeness. Since "flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God" (I Cor. 15:20), it becomes evident that those who enter therein are to 
be clothed with bodies commensurate with the Heavenly realm. Paul says, 

"For our citizenship is in heaven; whence also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ: Who shall fashion anew the body of our humiliation, that it may 
be conformed to the body of His Glory." - Philippians 3:20-21 

We read in I Corinthians 15:40 that there are celestial (heavenly) bodies, and 
bodies terrestrial (earthly), and that the two differ in glory. Paul also uses the 
terms "natural" bodies and "spiritual" bodies (I Cor. 15:44-48). "Natural" bodies 
are for the earth, and "spiritual" bodies are for the heavens. The New Testament 
repeatedly speaks of this entrance into the Heavenly realm as being "glorified," or 
entering into "glory." "If so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be glorified 



with Him" (Rom. 8:17). This, of course, indicates an adornment and beautification 
far surpassing that of the earthly glory. It is that "glory" with which Christ Himself 
was adorned after the resurrection and transformation of His earthly body. 
"Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory?" (Lk. 
24:26). Those who are to be glorified with Him are to become like Him. 

"Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it is not yet manifest what we shall 
be. We know that, when He shall be manifested, we shall be like Him, for we 
shall see Him as He is." -1 John 3:2 

Surely, it staggers our imagination to realize just how high, holy and heavenly this 
calling is! 

Though this prize is something to be attained to, we must not harbor the idea 
that it is something achieved through our own effort or merit alone. It is "Christ in 
you, the hope of glory" (Col. 1:27). It is the power of His Spirit dwelling within that 
enables one to overcome the world, even as He overcame the world and entered 
into glory. HE now lives to make intercession for us (Rom. 8:26-27). Only those 
who have allowed the Lord, by His Spirit, to do a perfect (complete) work in them 
(Phil. 1:6) can hope to be "joint heirs with Christ" (Rom. 8:17) in His own 
(heavenly) realm. How many have been lulled into the lethargy and slumber of 
the "foolish virgins" because the Word was not "rightly divided" to them; and 
they thought all there was to do was to believe, be baptized, and live a fairly 
respectable life, and a mansion in Heaven was awaiting them. 

"For many are called but few are chosen" (Matt. 22:14). I used to think that this 
meant only a few would 



be saved and the rest eternally lost. I now realize that many saved ones are 
called to "His kingdom and glory," (I Thess. 2:12) but few give diligence to 
make their calling and election sure. .."(II Pet. 1:10). Shall we not "rightly divide" 
the Word of truth? We need to live in the joy and assurance of our salvation, but 
we also need to press on toward the "prize of the high calling." "Wherefore He 
says. Awake, you who sleep, and arise from the dead, and Christ will give you 
light" (Eph. 5:14). 


The Gift and the Prize 
By Deoram Bholan - 1984 


A Transcript of Three Lectures 



Editor's Preface: 


The following is a transcript of the first in a series of three sermons/lectures 
concerning the good news of the kingdom of God, spoken by Deoram Bholan 
of Arlington Texas in Beaver Falls Pennsylvania at the meetings organized by 
Zona Fuchel in 1984. 

The caption headings, which are underlined, are those of the editor. Biblical 
quotes of the speaker which were originally all from the King James Version 
have often been changed to New King James Version by the editor. 

An audio recording of these messages will soon be on file at 
www.archive.org . More teachings by this brother in the Lord may be found 
at www.archive.org or by email to pavb2008(5)gmail.com. or by contacting 
Sharon Bolan at vintagegrace7(a)vahoo.com. 


1 . The Gift and the Prize - Message 1 


We want to welcome each one of you to this meeting tonight. Some of you are 
here for the first time and some of you have been here previously. But, I would 
like to welcome you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. And, I trust that our 
meeting will be richly blessed of the Lord as we go into His word. 

The last time I was here, I was sharing some thoughts from the book of 
Revelation with regard to the Seven Churches. And, I believe I covered a good 
portion of the Seven Letters to the Seven Churches. You can find these letters in 
Revelation chapter 2 and chapter 3. 






The book of Revelation is a book for our day. And, the Lord is concerned about 
His church in this day. The first chapter speaks of the Lord in relationship to His 
church. He is the High Priest over His house. 

It was the function of the High Priest to dress the lamps or the seven branches of 
the Lampstand in the Mosaic Tabernacle, trim the wicks and supply the lamps 
with oil. And, that is exactly what the Lord is doing today with His church. He is 
setting us in order. He is dealing with those things in our lives that need to be cut 
out. And, as we submit to His pruning and His purging and His processing, then 
He wants to place in our vessels the precious oil of the Holy Spirit. More of the oil 
of the Spirit. [Matt. 25:3] It is possible to have oil in our lamps but to let the oil go 
out. And we need to be replenished with oil, so we can shine for the Lord. Amen? 
"Let your light so shine before men." How can our light shine before men if we 
do not have the oil of the Spirit? Oil is the emblem of the Holy Spirit. Then, when 
the Holy Spirit is at work in us, we can radiate and reveal Jesus Christ to those 
around us - to our brothers and sisters in Christ and to sinners who need Him. 

And, as you go through these letters you will see that Jesus is putting each of the 
local seven churches in order. He is showing them their weak points. He is 
pointing out their problems. He is giving them solutions. He is challenging them to 
repentance. And, I am persuaded that we have those seven churches today. 

Those seven were typical of the complete church. I shared with those of you who 
are here how those seven churches can typify seven phases in the history of 
church, beginning with the time of the Apostles, and then reaching to our day. 

We are, prophetically speaking, in the Laodicean period of time, strange as it may 
seem. The word "Laodicea" - and that is the seventh church as you will find as 
you read Revelation chapters one to three - that word, I say, means "the rights or 
the opinions of the people." Now, isn't it amazing to discover that in this century 
we hear more about "rights" than any other century? Civil rights, human rights, 
women's rights, and a whole category of various so-called "rights" (including even 
those who call themselves "gay". And, they use the term "gay rights." What an 
abomination. 


And, when we look into our churches today what do we find? It is not what 
Jesus says, it is what we decide. We vote in the pastor, or we vote out the 



pastor. "Let's take a vote on who is to be the elder." "Let's take a vote as to 
who will be a pastor." Is that the way it was done in the early church? Because 
you were a banker or a politician, did that give you the qualification to serve as 
an elder or deacon? 

When they wanted deacons, they had to find "men who were full of faith and of 
good report and of the Holy Spirit!" And, it was God who directed the apostles 
with regard to setting in order those who would be in a position of leadership 
and service to the local church. But, the way we do things today, if somebody 
were to come and tell us that is not the right way, we easily get offended! But 
are we willing to go God's way, or do we want to do our own thing? That is the 
question, my friends. 

So, the Lord is seeking to establish His people. As you read these letters, you 
will find there was a sect that arose called the Nicolaitans. And, that word 
"Nicolaitan" comes from two Greek words, "nikao" [Strong's #G3528] and 
"laos". And, the word "Laodicea" is connected with the word "laos" [Strong's 
#G2992] From that word “laos" we get the English word "laity". 

But, you do not find in Scripture "clergy" and "laity". That is man's way of doing 
things. You find that, in the word of God, all of us are priests - not one man. 
Amen? [1 Peter 2:1-9] If you are born again, you are not only a child of God, you 
are also a priest of God. What determined priesthood in days of old? Birth! Birth 
into a specific family of a specific tribe! Aaron was the first priest. And, all his sons 
who were born through his wife were constituted priests. [Num. 3:2-4] 

Become Part of a People who are a Priesthood of Believers 

And, how are we priests today? When we are born of Jesus Christ! Then, that is 
what makes us a priest. All of us are priests and all of us can draw near to God. 
Amen? That's a wonderful truth. But, today some folks feel they have to go to 
God through some man of some system. Listen, friend. Jesus Christ tore in two 
the veil. The way is open for us to go to God through the blood of the Lamb. 
Amen? [Heb. 10:19] We may not amount to much in the sight of man. But, if we 
would come on the ground of Calvary - on the ground of the shed blood of the 
Lamb. And, we call on His name. [Then] we can have a direct line to heaven. And 




we can reach the Lord because of the rent veil. Hallelujah! And His line is never 
busy. One billion people can dial Station Heaven and they will always get an 
answer. 

You know, when you dial here, sometimes, "all circuits are busy, will you hang up 
and try again?" Have you noticed trying that out on a Christmas Day? And, you 
really learn patience then. But, there is a direct line to heaven. The veil has been 
torn in two. [Heb. 10:30] 

"Nicolaitans" means "those who want to conquer the people. It not only 
happened then, it is still with us today. There are those who want to rule over 
people and say, "Listen, I am the boss here. You do what you are told." Now, I am 
not saying we should not have pastors. I believe we should. And ministers. But no 
minister should lord it over God's people. Jesus says, "The greatest among you 
shall be as one that serves." And, the servant of God is not to fleece the flock but 
to feed the flock. Neither should the flock of God seek to impoverish the pastor 
and say, "Well, we are going to keep him humble, so, he will always be 
dependent on us." You see, we can go to extremes both ways. 

There are two extremes today. One is an elevated clergy and the other is people 
taking things into their own hands and saying, "We don't need any leadership." 
But I believe we need balance. There is a place for all of us. But there is a place for 
leadership and eldership in the Body of Christ. If we deny authority to men and 
women in the Body of Christ to serve the Body, then we get into trouble. And, we 
come to the days of the Judges when "every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes"! And, that is what our democracy has produced! "We will have to 
decide this issue." And, so, we will make up our own minds and we think if we get 
a majority vote, that is it! But let me tell you this, the voice of the people is not 
always the voice of God. When the majority said, "Away with Him, crucify Him!" 
Did that make it right? 


Be Like the Two Witnesses ("Spies") Who Said, "We are Able to Take the Land!" 

When the ten spies came back from spying out the promised land, and they gave 
a report of what they saw, they said, "We saw the giants. And, here are the 




grapes that are so luscious and truly the land is a blessed land. But we were like 
grasshoppers in the sight of these giants. And, it would not do us good to get into 
the land [for] they would kill us!" And, when the people heard that they got 
discouraged. 

But, there were two who stood up and said, "We are well able to take the land! 
Those people will be food for us! But, when the people heard ten giving a 
negative report and two a good report, they said, "The ten know better than the 
two." 

Now who was telling the truth, the ten or the two? Two were against ten. So, the 
voice of the majority is not always the voice of God. So, do not be deceived, my 
friends. Because a lot of people are doing things a certain way, does that make it 
right? Is it in line with God's word? Now, I am not knocking down any servant of 
God. I thank God for all His children. But we will need to have a heart that is open 
for correction and instruction. 

I am open for God to deal with me. As a matter of fact, I have had to put a lot of 
my traditions out of the way. And I am willing because I want the Truth! Do you? 

If you say you want truth, it will cost you. You will have to pay a price for it! It will 
not come in one neat packet, wrapped up and folded up, and lying at your door. 
The Word of God says, "Buy the truth and sell it not!" 

Give not that which is holy unto the dogs! Cast not your pearls before swine (lest 
they turn again and rend you)! Those are the words of Jesus Christ in His sermon 
on the mount. What was He really saying, dear friends? 

"Give not that which is holy unto the dogs." Who are the dogs? It says in the Book 
of Revelation, "Without the holy city are the dogs." [Rev. 22:15] I do not believe 
he is talking about literal dogs. Some of you were in the morning service when I 
mentioned about "the clean and the unclean." Well, animals can typify human 
beings in various stages or characteristics. And a dog, though he can be called "a 
man's friend" - though a dog can be used in a positive sense as a faithful follower 
(because the name Caleb who is one of the two spies - his name means "a dog" 
and he followed the Lord even as a dog would follow his master). That is one way 
of looking at a dog. But, in another sense, the word "dog" speaks of uncleanness. 
The Bible speaks of "the dog returning to his vomit." That is the sinner going back 



into his sinful ways. "The pig that was washed to the mire again" because it is the 
nature of a pig to wallow in the mire. 

But, isn't it wonderful that when God of us as His children He does not liken us to 
dogs? And He does not liken us to pigs. What does He compare us to? Lambs! You 
let a lamb fall into the mud and it will bleat until help comes! Let a pig get into the 
mud and he is going to enjoy it. But, let me say this! It is possible to be a Christian 
and allow the dog nature to be resurrected in us, so when we seek to help our 
brethren, they become vicious like dogs and they want to bite us! Now, you may 
have encountered that. And, if you have not, you will one of these days. 

And, the holy things are not to be given to the dogs. Dogs do not appreciate 
that which is consecrated unto God. People who are walking in the Adamic 
nature. The carnal nature cannot appreciate what is holy. 

And do not cast your pearls before swine! The pearls speak of those portions of 
truth that God gives you as a result of your having to suffer. There are some 
truths we will never experience unless we go through some suffering. I am not 
saying God does not heal us, but I am saying there is a measure of suffering we 
have to bear that God will not deliver us from! I am not saying He does not heal. 

I believe that. I have seen Him do it more than once. But, there are some 
Christians who are afraid of that word, "suffering" because, for them, it is no 
more suffering at all. Jesus bore it all and I must not suffer anything. Have you 
read the word of God where it says, "If we suffer with Him we shall reign with 
him? Have you read, again, "If so be that we suffer with Him that we shall be 
glorified together with Him." [Rom. 8:17] We don't want to bear any hardship for 
the Lord. But, when we decide that we want truth. And, God begins to teach us, 
though at times others may come against us. And the Lord God says, "Do not 
take what you have received from Him which also has been worked out into your 
experiences and give them to the swine. Again, that does not necessarily mean 
"a sinner," but it can speak of those who are Christians but, instead of walking in 
the Christian way, they allow the swine nature to take possession of them. And, 
because it crosses their ideas, they want to rend you and say [that] you are a 
heretic. 



But, are we willing to weigh what we hear? The word of God says, "Prove all 
things. Hold tightly to that which is good." [lThes.5:23] How many of us are 
willing to test anything we hear by God's word? I am not telling you here, dear 
saints of God, to swallow all I am giving you. Weigh it for what it is worth. Go to 
the Lord with it. "Is this man telling me the truth. Lord? Bear witness to me, 
through your Holy Spirit!" If what I am telling you is not in line with God's word, 
then I am at fault and I need help. But, with God's help, I want to give you truth 
because I want to be faithful to God. I cannot say I have all of the truth. 

That would be blasphemous. But, God has given me a portion of truth and I am 
willing to receive more. And, all of us have a portion of truth here tonight. If the 
only truth you know is: "The blood of Jesus Christ God's Son cleanses me from all 
sin." If the only truth you know is that you have been regenerated through His 
blood and through His life substance placed within you, then you know much. A 
little truth like that is potent. 

But God wants to give us more. He wants to give us pearls. Not one pearl - He 
wants to give us pearls. And, a pearl is an object of beauty. And the pearl speaks 
of purity. And truth is to adorn us. We are to wear the truth as women today 
wear a string of pearls. 

So, it will cost us. And, if we are willing, God can help us. Jesus said, "You shall 
know the truth and the truth shall make you free." [Jn. 8:31-32] Will we settle for 
that? Who is the truth? Jesus Christ. "I am the Way, I am the Truth, I am the Life." 
I am telling you, my friend, get centered in Jesus Christ. Maintain a daily 
fellowship with Him. A close union and communion with Him. And, as you begin 
to live by making him Lord of your lives, he will give you truth, line upon line and 
precept upon precept. And "here a little and there a little." 

You are hungry tonight or else you would not have been here. And, what 
does the Scripture say? "Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, they shall be filled." [Matt. 5:6] 

One of the things that disturb me as I travel is to see how many say they want 
truth and when it is presented to them it is like those people who follow Jesus. 
They saw Him multiply the loaves and fishes and they wanted a Messiah that 
would do everything they asked Him to do. They wanted God for convenience! 



Have you and I been in that category at one time? Where, instead of becoming a 
servant, we want God to become our servant. 


And the Lord turned and looked at them and said, "You seek Me for the loaves 
and the fishes! Labor not for the meat which is perishable, but labor for that meat 
that endures unto eternal life which the Son of Man shall give you (for Him hath 
the Father, God, sealed." We need to examine our motives. What are we seeking 
the Lord for? So many people will go to a meeting if they can get something from 
God. Then, after they have got that request fulfilled, then they go about their 
own ways. I am thankful to God that He is still mindful of us. But, we do not 
glorify God by just wanting a from God. We have to learn to give ourselves to 
God. God is not only the greatest giver. God is also the one waiting to receive 
from us. We all want to get from God, how many of us want to give to God? 

Lav All on Altar Daily, Be an Overcomer [Rev. 3:21, Rom. 12:211 

What do we give to God? He wants our all on the altar. There are some things in 
God [which] you and I will not get free. Let me say that again. There are some 
things from God you and I will not get free, [but rather] we will have to pay a 
price! 

Now, to be born again, we do not have to pay any money for that. But, to 
become an overcoming Christian, it will cost us. And, so, when we study the 
Book of Revelation, we will see that there is a phrase, or, there is the 
expression, "to him that overcometh." Seven times in Revelation 2 and 3. Who 
are they who are referred to as "him that overcometh?" That includes you 
sisters, too - though we do not call you "him". But, it includes you, too. 

"To him that overcometh." Are these some super-spiritual people? I do not 
believe so. I believe they are the normal Christians! They are not abnormal or 
subnormal. They are normal. They are what God wants us to be. 

Jesus is the overcomer and He wants to overcome in us and through us. But, for 
Him to do that, we have to surrender ourselves to Him every day! Now, in our 
revival meeting we get stirred up and we yield to the Lord. After Revival is over, 
then we want to go our own way again. 



We do not need to wander around! We can look to Him for the grace and He will 
help us! And direct us. 


So, back to what I was saying. The Nicolaitans are the ones who want to conquer 
people and put them in bondage. On the other hand, we have the Laodiceans 
who say, "We are rich, and we are increased with goods. We have need of 
nothing!" [Rev. 3:17] And, when the Lord assesses them. He says, "You are 
wretched and poor and blind and miserable and naked. And you do not even 
know it!" And that can be said of many churches in our wealthy America. God has 
blessed us, but you know, we can get so blessed that we forget God? 

That was Israel's mistake. "When Jeshurun waxed fat, he kicked!" "Jeshurun" is 
another label for Israel. Because God has blessed us, we have now taken God for 
granted. Just as God had to judge the natural Israel, He will have to judge us. And 
He is already judging us. But there is more yet to come until we repent of our 
godless ways. 

But, before God judges the nations. He deals with His people. Judgment must 
begin at the house of God. 

So, my friends, the Lord Jesus is seeking to set us in His divine order. And, that 
is what He is doing in chapters 2 and 3 of the Book of Revelation. He is 
correcting His church. He is helping His church. He is calling His church to 
repentance. He is exposing us to the light of Truth. 

What does light do? You came into this building. If we did not have any light, 
could we see each other? Isn't light a blessing? There is a scripture that says, 
"Light is pleasant to the eyes." When you are in the light, you can see. When you 
are in darkness, you cannot see, and what you see is very dim. But turn the light 
on? What is hidden is now made manifest. 

This is a day I believe God is visiting each one of us. And He is turning the light on. 
And, He is showing us into ourselves. Not all at once. But, if we really mean 
business with Him, He is going to show us those areas where we are not 
surrendered to Him. 



And, He is seeking to correct us in our habits [and] in our daily lifestyle because 
He wants to reproduce Himself in us. Oh! Wouldn't we all like to do the things 
that Jesus did. Wouldn't we? Well, that is the way we would feel because it is 
normal. It is normal for a little child to want to be like his father or like the 
mother (if the child is a female). If a male, like the father. Well, we have been 
born of Him and we have that great zeal within us to be like Him. But, before we 
can entrust us with that kind of power we have got to be trained to handle it. 

And, so He has to help us in those areas where we all need help. We are going 
through an education in school! And we do not learn all our lessons in one day. 
And, some lessons we have to learn over and over again until we master them! 

So, when we study the letters to the Churches - and I believe we can study that 
now - and, if God gives us ten years more - we will still not be able to fathom all 
the depths of truth that are hidden there. For many years I have read those 
letters and I must admit there is more there than meets my eye. But, that is the 
way God's word is. When the Lord speaks, he does not speak as an ordinary man. 
His words "are spirit and they are life." And, never mind how many messages 
you hear about him or his words, how many books you read, how many tapes, we 
are just scratching the surface! His words are so full of depth and meaning. 


Be Like David Who Desired and Sought After More of the Lord 

And, if our ears are hungry, we get a little and we are blessed, let us reach out 
for more! God is after a hungry people, a people who express that desire like 
David. David said, "One thing have I desired of the Lord." But, not only that. He 
also says, "That will I seek after." It is one thing to desire. It is another thing to 
pursue what you desire. It is one thing to have a wishbone (I say); it is another 
thing to have a backbone! Desire must be joined to determination. 

In other words, we must - with all our being - reach out. And, if we do not 
have that intensity, say, "Lord, put it in me!" 

Now, I guarantee you, David was a man that made some terrible blunders. But, 
have you asked yourselves "Why did God refer to him as 'a man after My own 
heart?" You see, God does not look at us the way we think He looks at us. And, I 




am glad he does not look at us the way we look at one another! I believe He 
already sees us as finished products. Though we are not finished products yet! 
But, from His perspective He knows the end result. Yes, one day we will come 
into the full stature of Christ. But, it takes time to grow. As in the natural, so in 
the spiritual. 

But, God looked at David, and though David sinned, the thing about this man was 
he acknowledged that he did wrong. When the prophet of God came to David 
and told him the parable about the man who had so many sheep and he wanted 
his neighbor's sheep, and, Nathan explained the parable to David, David, being a 
king could have said, "Alright you are going to lose your head for this!" When 
John the Baptist reproved Herod for living with his brother's wife, he put him in 
prison! Right? He did not want to be corrected. But, when David was faced with 
his problem, he acknowledged, "I am the man." And David cried out to God from 
the depths of his heart. 

God forgave him but there were some consequences to his sin. Yes, it 
depends on the gravity of the sin. Some sins have some repercussions behind 
them. God may forgive us. That is true, but there are certain things that have 
to be worked out in the process. 

Yet David was a man who loved God. And he wanted to see the power of God in 
his lifetime. He wanted to dwell in God's temple. He wanted to hear from God! 

He wanted to be a true lover of God and a worshipper of God. 

And, of all the characters in the Old Testament, when you read the book of 
Revelation, there is one man alone that Jesus is connected with. And I never saw 
that until recently. There is only one man out of the Old Testament that Jesus 
definitely is linked with. Certainly, He is linked with that holy Seed that started 
from Adam down to Noah and Abraham and all the others! But, when we read 
the book of Revelation, three times we read of this man David. To the Church of 
Philadelphia, He says, "He that hath the key of David." [Rev. 3:6] One of the 
elders told John, when he was weeping that no man could open the seals of the 
scroll, the elder said, "Weep not. The lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, 
has prevailed to open the seals and to open the scroll." [Rev. 5:5] 



In the last chapter of the book of Revelation, Jesus says, "\ am the root and the 
offspring of David, the Bright and the Morning Star." [Rev. 22:16] There must 
be a message hidden in those designations of Jesus Christ as having the key of 
David, being the root of David, and being likened to the offspring of David. 

The name "David" means "beloved". God loves a broken and a contrite heart. It 
was David who said, "A broken and a contrite heart. Oh God, thou wilt not 
despise." 

Are our hearts broken over our sins? Are our hearts broken because of our 
unbelief? Are our hearts broken when we fail God? Or, will we wear a mask and 
pretend? My friend, Moses told Israel, "Be sure your sin will find you out." And 
so, God has to turn the light on. And I am glad for the light, aren't you? I tell you 
something: I do not want to dwell in darkness, I want to live in the light. Do you 
know why? I am a child of the light and you are a child of the light! "And what 
fellowship hath light with darkness?", the Bible says. And, to love the light is to 
love the truth. And why do men prefer darkness to light? "Because their deeds 
are evil." I say to you, tonight, God wants us to love Him. He wants us to love 
truth. 

Why are people deceived today? "Because they received not the love of the 
truth, God will send them strong delusion that they will believe a lie." If we will 
not settle for truth, we are going to settle for delusion. I pray that you and I will 
settle for Truth. And, I pray that God will visit us with more of His truth that will 
liberate us that we in turn can dispense Truth to a needy world! 

Be Like the Woman who had Ten Pieces of Silver [Lk. 15:8] 

Jesus spoke a parable of a woman that had ten pieces of silver. And she lost one 
piece. And, I see that as a picture of the church. And it is a picture of the 
individual as well. The "woman" could typify the church or our soul. She had ten 
pieces of silver. That was the engagement dowry. For her to be wedded and for 
her to lose that one piece, would be a serious loss. On the day of her marriage, 
the ten pieces of silver were worn on her hair. And, though that might not mean 
much to us in Western society, it meant a lot for the women in the Eastern 
society. 



What is this "one piece" that she lost? The Lord says of the Ten Commandments, 
"If you break one, you are guilty of breaking" - how many? All. "Ten" is the 
number of a cycle of completeness. "Ten" is also connected with responsibility. 
The Lord gave His servant ten pounds! She could have said, "Well, I don't need to 
get to worrying about that one." But, she knew that she had to search for the 
missing one. And the word of God says, "She lit a candle." She did three things. 
When you light a candle, you can see. 

Right? They did not have electricity as we have. So, she lit the candle and then she 
swept the house. And she searched diligently till she found that which was lost! 

You will find that in Luke 15. And, I believe that is exactly what the Lord is trying 
to show us today. We need to have the lighted candle. What is the lighted 
candle? "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path." So, if we are 
willing to face up to the light and submit to the light, then God is going to cause 
us to sweep our house! And, if the missing one is hidden, light is going to expose 
it. Right? So, she began to sweep the house! God is putting us through a 
sweeping. You vacuum the carpets. Right? 

You have what they call "Spring Cleaning"? God is seeking to clean us up, so 
we can be a prepared people. 

So, she lit the candle, she swept the house, and she did something else, she 
searched diligently until she found. That is what God wants from us. He wants a 
people who will search diligently. "You shall seek Me and find Me when you 
search for Me at your leisure time?" Is that what it says? Whenever you feel like 
doing it? "When you search for me with all your heart." "And when she found the 
missing one, she was elated with joy." 

And she had to call her neighbors and friends to rejoice with her. 

I believe many are lost to the church because of what the church has lost. 
And, when the church has found what the church has lost, then the church will 
find many that are lost! We cannot help people unless we are helped 
ourselves. 


So, this woman rejoiced because she found the missing one. What is the "missing 
one"today? 



It is the same thing He told the church at Ephesus, "You have left your first love." 
[Rev. 2:4] The missing one is our failure to give God the one-tenth. She had ten 
pieces. She lost one. So, what fraction did she lose? One-tenth. How many of us 
give God at least one-tenth of our time? See? Not only is the tithe connected with 
money, it is connected with time (and with our substance and with our talents). 
Have you noticed that, after you have lost time, you cannot regain it? How many 
of us have tried to turn the clock backwards? Would that do us any good? That is 
living in fantasy. Isn't that true? I read a statement when I used to go to school as 
a little boy - I do not remember what grade, but - it was "time lost can never be 
regained." Another statement, "Time and tide wait for no man." How quickly the 
years catch up on us. So, let us value the days we live in. And, thank God, this is 
the day He has made! "We will rejoice and be glad in it." 


Get Light for Our Times [Dan. 12:10, Matt. 24:37-38] 


God wants us to be a whole-hearted people. He wants to visit us with light in our 
day. Understanding for these times. Daniel, the prophet, wrote of our time, 

"None of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall understand." He 
wants to give us understanding. Like the men of Issachar. It says, "These were 
men who had understanding of the times!" Paul said to the church at 
Thessalonica, "But of times and seasons, brethren, I would not have you to be 
ignorant." How many of God's people are aware of these days? And [aware of] 
what is about to take place? For some, "Oh, we have a long time before Jesus 
comes!" For some, "Oh let us take our ease and relax and enjoy life. We do not 
need to get too fanatic about the Lord." 

"As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it also be in the days of the coming of the 
Son of Man. They did eat, they did drink, they married and were given in marriage 
until the day that Noah entered the Ark and they knew not. Likewise, as it was in 
the days of Lot." [Matt. 24:37-38] 

My friends, you and I will have to be fully blind to say we are not living in those 
days. The days of Noah had relative prosperity and normal marriage. But in the 
days of Lot, there was even a lack of marriage, but rather an ascendance of 
promiscuous and even homosexual behavior. 



The Lord judged great sin in the days of Lot. And now it is gaining prominence in 
our land. [Promiscuity and homosexual behavior is becoming more ascendant in 
our land.] Isn't that sickening? Isn't that revolting? If God did not spare Sodom 
and Gomorrah - and they had no Bibles - and they did not have the Gospel 
preached unto them as we have had it here in this land, and as the Western 
nations have had it, then do not expect that God will spare us. This time it will 
atomic fire that will consume various parts of our land because of our rebellion 
against the ways of God! 

So, I say, the Lord wants to help us - individually and collectively. He is looking 
for a people who will make Him number one in their lives. When the woman 
found the missing one, there was joy in her heart. When the Lord becomes 
supreme in your life, it will be a wonderful day for you. Life will not be the 
same. 

Now, I did not know which direction the Lord would have led me tonight. But, I 
am happy when He takes over and I don't have to worry about it. I just want to 
flow with His Spirit. I sense in my heart I should give you just a few more thoughts 
on 


Making the Lord supreme in your life. 

I would like to give you some scriptures on "one" - the number "one." I gave you 
the one with David. Would you like to know where it is found? Open your Bibles 
for a moment. Let us go to one of the Psalms, in which David says, "One thing have 
I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after." Psalm 27:4? Yes. That is it. Thank you, 
sister. 

"One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after." What did the woman 
do after the candle was lit? She swept the house. What else did she do? She 
sought diligently? Right? And here David says. "One thing have I desired of the 
Lord, that will I seek after." Now what was his desire? "That I may dwell in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord and to 
enquire in His temple." In other words, he wanted to dwell in the presence of 
God and he wanted to hear from God. And he wanted to be instructed of God. Is 



that our desire tonight? That is a noble desire. Only the Holy Spirit can plant that 
in our hearts. Let us pursue it. Amen? 


Okay? I want to give you a couple more scriptures on "one." I don't have 
them listed here. I am just allowing the Holy Spirit to lead me by faith. Of 
course, I want to be led by the Spirit all the time. 


Be Like Martha and Mary - Luke 10:41 

But, here is the next scripture I want to give you. "One thing is needed." Where 
do we find that? Luke 

10. The Lord is speaking to Martha and He says in Luke 10:41, "And Jesus 
answered and said to her, 'Martha, Martha, you are careful and troubled 
about many things, but one thing is needed." 

What did David say? "One thing I have desired of the Lord and I am going to seek 
after that." 

Now we come to the New Testament and we see the Lord telling Martha, "One 
thing is needed." And, then He says, "And Mary has chosen that good part 
which shall not be taken away from her." 

Well, tonight we need to remember that one thing is needed. One is the number 
of Life and Light. Luke 10:41,42. What is the one needful thing that God gives us 
in our hour of need that He does not take away from us? What does God give us 
that is called "one needed thing"? And, after He gives it to us. He does not take it 
away. Eternal life. 

"The gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable." [Rom. 11:29] Once you are born 
into God's family, you cannot be unborn. How many of you who were born into 
your natural family were unborn? You still retain your family name! And why? 
Because of the life in you that came from the parents' stock. 

So, once you are born of the Lord, that is the most important thing. We must 
have Life. He came to give us Life. And Life more abundantly. And, the one thing 
needful that Mary needed - Mary had a need - she could not serve God like 



Martha did. You know, we have heard it preached Martha was too worldly wise 
and Mary was more spiritual. Read it again. It was not Mary who invited the Lord 
into the house, it was Martha who did. And, when the Lord travelled, he did not 
go just by Himself, there were many disciples or apostles with Him. And, when 
they did not have refrigeration like we do today - and those people were very 
hospitable - for one woman to serve at least thirteen individuals, the Lord and 
the Twelve and, having a sister not coming to her aid, is quite a task! 

Here is the next scripture I want to give you. "One thing is needed...". Where do 
we find that? Let's go to Luke, chapter 10. The Lord is speaking to Martha. And He 
says in verse 41, "And Jesus answered and said unto her, 'Martha, Martha, you 
are careful and troubled about many things, but one thing is needed." What did 
David say? "One thing I have desired of the Lord and I am going to seek after 
that." Now, we come to the New Testament and see the Lord talking to Martha, 
[saying], "One thing is needed." And then He said, "And Mary has chosen that 
good part that shall not be taken away from her. Well, tonight we need to 
remember that there is one thing that is needful. One is the number of "life and 
light." Luke 10:41-42. What is the one needed thing that God gives us in our hour 
of need that He doesn't take away from us? What does God give us that is called 
the needed thing? And after He gives it to us. He does not take it away. "The gifts 
and the calling of God are irrevocable." And, once you are called into God's 
family, you can't be unborn. You still retain your family name, and why? Because 
of that life in you that came from the parents' stock. So, once you are born of the 
Lord, that is the most important thing. He came to give us life. And life more 
abundantly. And the one thing that Mary needed - (Mary had a need). Mary had 
a need. She couldn't serve God like Martha did. (We have heard it preached that 
Martha was too worldly-wise and Mary was more spiritual. Read it again. It was 
not Mary who invited the Lord into her house, it was Martha who did. And when 
the Lord travelled. He did not go just by Himself. There were many disciples or 
apostles with Him. And when they did not have refrigeration as we do today, and 
those people were very hospitable. For Martha to serve thirteen individuals (the 
Lord and the Twelve) and, having a sister not coming to her aid, is quite a task! 

So, you can understand Martha's plight. And Martha was the one who provided 
food for the Lord. Now, let me tell you this: you cannot feed the Lord unless you 
know the Lord. You cannot serve God unless you know God! God does not call us 



first to serve Him! He calls us first to know Him! We must come in contact with 
Him! Martha knew Him and could serve Him. What does it mean to feed God? 
What does it mean to feed the Lord? If He were to come into our home literally, 
we would like to give Him the best - if we were living in those days. 

But how do we feed Him today? To feed Him was the responsibility of the priest. 
Whenever the priests offer sacrifice unto God, you know what the Bible calls it? 
"My food." They were giving His food. That does not mean God literally partook 
of the sacrifices. But those sacrifices were for the pleasure of God. In it, God was 
showing us, in picture language, what He requires of us. The priests presented 
animal sacrifice to God in the morning and the evening. Right? And the Bible says 
we are to present our bodies as a living sacrifice unto God. 

When we do, we are feeding God. In other words, we are saying. Lord, I want to 
satisfy You. 

That is what I was trying to show you, if you want truth you have got to pay a 
price. And the price is to lay all upon the altar! A whole animal had to be put on 
the altar. Amen? 

I realize there are areas in us that may not be surrendered. But, if we are willing 
for God to be in control, say, "By your grace. Lord, in Your control I put all." And 
we have to learn to do this every day! The Priests could not minister unto the 
people until they had offered their burnt offerings unto God. 

And so, one thing is needed. Martha could serve the Lord. Remember one time 
when Jesus was approached by the disciples who went to get food after He was 
in Samaria? They came to Him and said, "Master, here is food. Take and eat." He 
said, "I have food to eat that you know not of." And they said, "Who has given 
Him to eat?" He said, "My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me and to finish 
His work." 

Now Martha was the one who could serve Him because she knew Him. That 
may sound different from what you have heard. But weigh it for what it is 
worth. Okay? Just see if it makes any sense. Jesus was telling Martha, "I see 
your plight. But it is far better that I go hungry and Mary gets her needs met." 



Mary sat at His feet because she saw her need. She came to repentance. Jesus 
had to minister to that need. Give her "the one thing needed." Then, in a later 
instance, Mary begins to minister to the Lord and anoint Him. 

"One thing is needful." I trust all of us have settled that one needful thing with 
God. "One" is connected with "life" and "light". 


"One Thing You Lack" - Jesus Answers the Rich Young Ruler [Mark 10:17-221 


There was a rich young ruler that came to the Lord one day and he said, "Good 
Master, what good thing must I do to inherit eternal life?" And the Lord said to 
him, "You must keep the commandments." And he said, "I have kept all these 
things from my youth up. What do I lack yet?" Jesus said unto him, "Go and sell 
all that you have!" "Come, and follow Me." 

When he heard that saying, it was a great blow to him. The Bible says he went 
away sorrowfully. Jesus put His hand on his problem. He was showing him he 
was too covetous. He was too engaged in making money. Now, it is not wrong to 
have money. But when we make money our god, then it is idolatry. God is not 
always telling us to sell everything in the natural. But in the case of the young 
man who asked the Lord, "I have kept all these commandments, what do I lack?" 
Jesus said, "If you will be perfect, go and sell all that you have." 

Another scripture says, "One thing you lack, go and sell what you have." What is 
the one thing that he lacked? That is the $64,000 question tonight. What is the 
one thing he lacked? You Jesus [had not yet gone] to Calvary's cross. The Law was 
still in effect. And, all those who lived by the Law were shown mercy by God 
through the animal sacrifices. But, after Calvary's cross, the Law's demands are 
met, and we come now directly to the Lord for life. 

It is one thing to say, "I am moral. I am living by certain religious principles or 
spiritual codes." But are we fully committed to God? It is possible for us to have 
eternal life and still be lacking. It is one thing to be a babe. It is another to be an 
adult. Right? How many of us would like to see a child that is newly born in that 
same condition after ten years? Wouldn't that be sad? I say again, wouldn't that 



be sad? To be "perfect" - the word "perfect" is to be mature! It does not speak of 
sinless perfection. It means to come of age! So, Jesus is saying, "If you want to 
become a spiritual adult, then sell out to Me." 

And, that is what He is telling us tonight. "If you want to be all that I purposed 
for you to be, then sell out to Mel" To "sell out" to Him means you are willing 
for Him to be Lord of your life. As He views us tonight, can He say, "I find a 
people who are 100% committed to Me"? Or will He say, "One thing you lack. 

Go and sell what you have"? To be sold out to the Lord means that we are 
willing for Him to have your entire being - even as the whole animal was 
presented on the altar. 

"This One Thing I Do" - Press on for the Goal of the Prize - Phil. 3:13 


Paul had a vision of this purpose of God. And, what did he say (in Philippians 3)? 
"This one thing I do." 

What is the one thing he said he was doing? Let's go to Philippians 3:13. 

"Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended. But this one thing I do." What 
was the one thing? "Forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus." 

I remember as a young, teenage preacher how I loved this scripture. But all that 
my eyes could latch onto when the New Year's Eve service began - and I had to 
share God's word for quite a few years - and this was my favorite text, 

"Forgetting the things that are behind..." [I would say,] "We are going to enter a 
new year and forget our failures and press on in God." It was several years later - 
I had read it, but it was Greek to me what the second half of that statement was! 

"I am pressing toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus." That was as if it never existed until the Lord began to deal with me: "What 
is that?" 


Now, to be frank with you. You ask your friends who know the Lord, "What does 
that mean?" Ask some of your preachers. And I am not knocking down your 
friends or your preachers. And we who are in the preaching ministry, we have to 



realize we need help. I need help myself! And somebody can tell me something. I 
come not only to give, I come to receive as well. I can learn from you! I must have 
a teachable spirit myself. True, God may give us some more in some areas, but 
that does not mean we are to underestimate even the least. Each one of us is 
important. 

And, my own pastor never knew what that verse was. I never heard him preach a 
message on that. And, here Paul says, "This one thing I do!" 

Now, remember? We said, "One thing have I desired of the Lord. That will I seek 
after." Right? One thing is needed. One thing the young man lacked. Here Paul 
says, "One thing I do." He intended - and he made up his mind to forget his 
failures - but he had a goal in mind. And he was like David. He was pursuing this 
goal. He had an eye that was single unto God! And, he intended to reach the goal 
by the grace of God. And what was the goal? He called it "the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus"! 


May I tell you this, dear friends, if some of you heard me say this before. You 
need to hear it again and I need to hear it again (so we can get the right 
perspective). There is a world of difference between a gift and a prize - in the 
natural. Isn't that so? 

What is the main difference? A gift is free, but a prize has to be earned. How many 
of God's people have seen the difference between a gift and a prize? How many of 
God's ministers have taught God's people the difference between a gift and a 
prize? Once God gives you the gift that is secure! But that doesn't necessarily 
guarantee you the prize. 


The Prize - What Is It?, How Do You Gain It? [1 Cor. 91 

Now, how do you gain the prize? That is another big question. Would you like to 
see that? Go to 1 Corinthians 9. And I may ask you this, "What is the prize?" Let 
us see if we can find out what is "the prize" in 1 Cor. 9. The Apostle was using the 
illustration of the Olympic races in those days. Do you know they had no gold, 
silver, or bronze metals? Way back in those times. Do you know who was given 
the reward or prize - the one who came in first? And what was the prize? A laurel 


wreath - a garland of flowers. And how long would that last? Not more than a 
few days at the most. 


So, let's read it. 1 Corinthians 9:24. "Know you not those who run in a race run 
all but" - how many receive the prize? One! "This one thing I do!" Alright. One 
receiveth the prize! "So, run that ye mayest obtain." Now, it did not say, "Run 
that ye mayest obtain." Please notice what he says. (I am using the King James 
Version here.) "So, run that ye..." - and the word "ye" is the plural of the word 
thou. That means, not one individual as such may gain this prize [but, rather] 
more than one. Amen? 

Why would God tell us to run if He was teasing us? God does not tease us. God 
is concerned about our welfare. He is saying, "Run that you may obtain." Not 
"the gift" but "the prize." 

Go on to verse 25. "And every man that competes is controlling himself in all 
things." Have you noticed how disciplined the athletes are? Have you noticed 
how many hours they spend in preparation for the Olympics? And yet we who 
are Christians, we think we can just live casually and get the blessings of God. 
"Oh, we don't need to get serious with God." 


Stephen and the "Stephanos" Victor's Crown 

I tell you, friend, we need to have our eyes opened. It says, "the athlete is 
temperate [or, "controls himself", [NASB] in all things", but let us go on. And the 
next sentence. "But they do it to obtain..." what kind of a crown? A corruptible 
crown. And that word, "crown" is the Greek word Stephanos from which we get 
the English word or name "Stephen". You have heard the name "Steve" or 
"Stephan"? It comes from the Greek word Stephanos. And the word Stephanos 
means a victor's crown. What happened to Stephen the deacon after he boldly 
testified to the Jews and showed them they were uncircumcised in heart and they 
were resisting the Holy Spirit. And they were a people who had hardened their 
hearts against Jesus Christ. They stoned him. Right? [Acts 6:9-8:2] He became a 
martyr. Listen. He is going to be rewarded for it. And he was rewarded. Even while 
he was dying he saw the Lord standing. Normally we picture the Lord sitting. And 



that sitting [Mark 16:19] - it does not mean that He is literally sitting there all the 
time. When a king is ruling he is sitting on the throne. The expression of "sitting" 
is connected with having finished the work. In the Mosaic tabernacle the priests 
could never sit! 

And, may I tell you something else? The reason they could not sit is they did not 
have any furniture to sit on! In the outer court, they had to stand up and minister 
at the brazen altar and at the laver. In the Inner Court they had the lampstand 
and the table of shewbread and the altar of incense. There was no place where 
they could sit. There is only one place in the Tabernacle that can be referred to as 
a seat and that was in the holy of holies. And that was a piece of furniture called 
the mercy seat! And the mercy seat was a lid that covered the ark. And the mercy 
seat was where God manifested His glory between the cherubim. And the 
cherubim are connected with the throne of God. And the mercy seat is connected 
with God showing us mercy because, for us, now that the blood has been shed, 
the blood has been sprinkled on the mercy seat. Jesus took His blood and 
sprinkled it on the heavenly mercy seat. And now, Jesus has been made to sit on 
the throne. So, He has entered that realm. And need each other. But I am saying 
that not too many want to go this way. And that is what the Lord is seeking to 
show us in this hour. Do we have the right goal in mind? Do we know what it is to 
say with Paul, "this one thing I do"? He says, "I have to be more committed to the 
Lord and let His grace work in me that I might attain the goal." And, what is the 
goal? An incorruptible crown! 


RememberinR - God Remembered His Covenant! [Ex. 2:24] 

Now, there are two words for crown. I covered this the last time. And maybe 
the Lord wanted me to repeat it. And do you know why? Because the more you 
hear truth, the more you can absorb it. The more we hear something, the more 
we can understand. The best way to learn is to hear it and hear it again. And 
again. Because we humans are prone to forget. What we need to remember we 
forget and what we need to forget we remember! 


Do you know what the butler said? After Joseph said, "Remember me when you 
come to Pharaoh," [Gen. 40:14] because Joseph interpreted his dream. Right? 



And he forgot. But there came a time when Pharaoh had a dream! And, when 
nobody in the kingdom could interpret the dream, the butler remembered. And 
he said, "This day do I remember my faults." This day do I remember. Do you 
know what that reminds me of? Just as there was a baker and a butler. And one 
died, and one lived, there were two beside Jesus when Jesus was hanging on the 
Cross. Isn't that remarkable? And one got life and the other got death. One railed 
at Jesus and he died in his sins. And the other said, "Remember me!" "Remember 
me when you are come in your kingdom." And the Lord said, "This day you will be 
with Me in Paradise!" [Luke 23:39-43] 

Isn't it amazing how all these truths are veiled in God's word? God never forgets! 
Many times when the people of old prayed, they said, "0, God, remember! 
Remember!" When Israel was in bondage and they were faced with all the 
hardships in Egypt and they were praying to God, do you know what the Bible 
says? "Their prayers went up to God and God remembered." I tell you I am 
fascinated by that thought! "God remembered!" 

What did God remember? He remembered His covenant with Abraham and Isaac 
and Jacob. [Ex. 2:24] 

Do we remember? How we need to be reminded! How we need to forget certain 
things and how we need to remember certain things. And Paul was saying, "I am 
going to forget what needs to be forgotten and I am going to forget my failures. I 
am going to turn my back against my old ways and I am reaching out - I want to 
come into all God purposed! I want to always keep in mind that there is a goal 
ahead. What happens to us when we fail in a test? Sometimes we forget what God 
is trying to tell us. The Enemy wants to get our eye off the goal. That is why Paul, in 
[the Epistle to] the Hebrews, if he wrote Hebrews - and I believe he did, he says, 
"Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith!" 

So, here we are touching a matter, beloved, that is very important. What does it 
mean to do this one thing? He is talking about running the race to gain the prize. 
And, I thank you for your patience in listening. I am going to round it up now. 

And, one of the letters. I touched this briefly the last time. I would like to say it 
briefly for the benefit of the new ones as well as for those who heard it. 

When you come to the Church at Philadelphia [Revelation 3:7-13], God would 
have us see a lesson here. The Philadelphia church had no rebuke from Jesus 



Christ. The church at Smyrna had no rebuke from the Lord. The other five 
churches were commanded by the Lord to repent. So, the church at Smyrna and 
Philadelphia have pleased the Lord. The church at Smyrna was a suffering church. 
And, the Lord promised them a crown. And, the church at Philadelphia was a 
church that pleased the Lord and by virtue of pleasing the Lord, they had the 
crown. 


"Be Faithful Unto Death and I will Give You the Crown of Life [Rev. 2:101 

Would you like to see that? Let me just show you what I mean. "To the church at 
Smyrna..." Rev. 2:10, "Be thou faithful unto death..." And here the Lord was not 
promising them deliverance from prison. Now here is something that has baffled 
us. Why is it that God delivered His children from some prisons and, [yet], other 
prisons He did not deliver them from? Have you asked yourselves that question? 
Paul was delivered from the Philippian prison, but he was not delivered from the 
Roman prison. And yet, when he was a prisoner of Rome he says, "I, Paul, the 
prisoner of the Lord." [Eph. 4:1] Isn't that wonderful! Those who are the Lord's 
prisoners are really free! And, those who think they are free to go and do what 
they want are really prisoners to their own ego and ambitions. Would you like to 
be a prisoner of some country or would you like to be a prisoner of the Lord? If 
you and I will be His prisoners, then we must be fully surrendered to Him. You 
see, that is the kind of man he was. He was fully committed to the Lord. "Lord, if 
you want to chain me, that is fine." If you want to release me to go and cover 
certain continents for you, fine. Have we come there? You see, most of us, if not 
all of us, would like to be free to go and do what we want. But God may see 
sometimes to restrain us. Can we bear to say, "Lord, I am Your prisoner"? 

What did he tell Peter? "Peter, when you were young, you tied your own belt, 
you went wherever you wanted to. But when you become old, somebody else 
will tie your belt and take you where you do not want to go." [John 21:18] Well, 
that was true literally. But, it has a spiritual application. When we are young in 
the Lord, we go everywhere, do everything. He gives us a long rope! Have you 
heard "the longest rope has an end to it"? When God is willing to make you 
"perfect" or make you mature, then you cannot go where you used to go. He is 



going to gird you with His thoughts, and He is going to confine you, so you don't 
go where you want, you only go where He wants you to go. 

One of the most precious hymns that always touches me is "Take my life and let 
it be, consecrated Lord to thee. Take my moments and my days, let them flow in 
ceaseless praise." And, Oh! The other verses are so great! I will suggest that we 
go back to those verses. They are so inspired. Let us sing those songs with 
meaning. Let the tears flow as we say. Lord, that is what I want. 

And, so He tells Smyrna - He didn't say "Be faithful." He says, "Be faithful unto 
death." He knew what they had to go through, but He had a purpose behind it all. 

I don't know all the mysteries of God. I don't know why some are delivered, some 
are not. I leave that with God! But I am going to pray for God's best in any 
situation. 

And so. He says, "Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee" - what? - what 
kind of life? - a crown of life. Ah! What is a crown of life? That is another big 
question! I hope the spirit of God is stirring your heart tonight! (I am putting 
more questions than giving you answers)! 

What is the difference between the gift and prize? The gift is free. The prize has 
to be earned. And, what is the prize called in 1 Corinthians 9? "The incorruptible 
crown." And the word for a crown of life here is the same word Stephanos. Now, 
that was the reward that they would receive. Right? It is called the Prize. 

But, let us go to Philadelphia now. [Rev. 3]. I thought I might have escaped these 
letters. The Lord is bringing me back. Isn't the Lord good? Revelation 3:11. 
"Behold, I come quickly." That can be translated, "I come suddenly." [Now, listen 
closely to] see if I am reading right, "...that no man may be taking thy eternal life." 
Is that what it says, "That no man may be taking thy eternal life"? No. "That no 
man be taking thy crown." 

Well, if he is telling us - suppose we are the Philadelphia church. I am not saying 
we are [the Philadelphia church, but just] suppose He is telling us we are in that 
category. If He says, "Hold that you have that no man take your crown," the clear 
implication is, you already have the crown. How can you lose what you do not 



have? "Hold fast that which you have that no man may take your Stephanos." 
Which shows you that a Stephanos can be forfeited! That is a warning for us. We 
do not lose eternal life, but we can lose the prize. See? We can lose the prize. 

And, what is the "prize"? The prize is connected with the Throne. "To him that 
overcometh will I grant to sit with me in My throne." If we will share the Throne 
and be qualified to rule in the heavens, then we must run the race, finish our 
course, and hear Him say, "Well done! Good and faithful servant." 

Now, I want to end up with this. And if you will come back tomorrow night. 
Hopefully, I will answer a few of your questions ... if the Lord so leads me. And, 

I am not saying I have all the answers, but I am trying to help you with 
something here. 


The "Crown" is When You Dwell in the Holy of Holies 

Back to the Tabernacle. The Mosaic Tabernacle is a key in understanding God's 
word. I hope, if the Lord so leads me, to teach you some about the Tabernacle. I 
don't know how it will happen (in these few days) but -1 am not talking about 
going into too much depth of the study - but give you some highlights to stir you 
on in your walk with God. 

There were three divisions in the Tabernacle. There were the Outer Court, the 
Inner Court, and the Holy of Holies. Now, here is something I want to leave with 
you as to what the crown is. It is when you come into the Holy of Holies that you 
come into a dimension where there is no corruption. I see here the Lord has 
helped me to retain the best one for the last. What I am trying to say, in the 
Outer Court, you have sunlight. But in the Inner Court, you have light from the 
Lampstand that had to be oil and had to be trimmed. But, when you get into the 
Holy of Holies, there is no man-made light or, "natural light". 

But, in the Holy of Holies was the shekinah glory of God! And that light never 
went out! Oh, hallelujah! The "Holy of Holies" was 10 x 10 x 10. And, the Holy of 
Holies corresponds to the holy city. New Jerusalem. And the New Jerusalem 
does not need the light of the sun or the moon - the glory of God is the light of 
it! So, only those who dwell in the Holy City will dwell in the Holy of Holies. Now, 


not all believers, I am persuaded, will live there. You read Revelation chapter 3. 

It says, "To him that overcometh, I will write upon him the name of the city of 
my God." That means these overcomers will have citizenship in that city. But he 
did not say, "To him that believeth." [The End of the Cassette Recorded Message 
1. The recording seems to have cut off before brother Deoram Bholan was 
totally finished with the message.] 


The Gift and the Prize - Message 2 


It is good to be with you again tonight. And, we are going to let the Holy Spirit 
lead us in our study. Last night, I was giving you some thoughts about the book of 
Revelation, chapters 1 to 3. And, how far we covered on my last visit. And then we 
ended up by taking some scriptures on the expression "one thing." We went into 
the scripture in the Old Testament, "One thing have I desired of the Lord, and that 
will I seek after." That is Psalm 27:4. 

Then we looked at Luke 10:42, "One thing is needful..." And we considered the 
words of the Lord to the rich young ruler, "One thing you lack." And, in 
Philippians 3:13, Paul says, "This one thing I do. Forgetting the things that are 
behind, reaching forth to the things that are before, I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." 


A Few More Scriptures on "One Thing" 

Maybe I can give you one or two more scriptures on "one thing", and that is John 
9:25. This is just for your own profit, for your own meditation. That is the 
testimony of the blind man whom the Pharisees tried to put under 
condemnation. He could not answer all their questions. He was not much of a 
theologian. But he said to them, "One thing I know. I was once blind, but now I 
see." Praise the Lord? "One thing I know." You and I may not be able to explain 
eternal life to people, but we can say, "One thing I know deep down within me: 
Jesus Christ has forgiven me my sins, has given me peace, and I have a new 



outlook on life. The things that used to attract me do not attract me anymore. 

The things I found pleasure in, no more are pleasing to me." And this speaks of 
our conversion experience. 

Then, there is one in Joshua 23:14. And I love this. And I believe that you will like 
it. It is so good I will have to read the entire verse for you. Joshua 23:14. "And, 
behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth. And you know in all your 
hearts and in all your souls that not one thing has failed of all the good things 
which the LORD your God spoke concerning you. All have come to pass unto you 
and not one thing has failed thereof." "Not one thing" in the promises of God 
was a failure. God fulfilled all the promises He made to Israel. 

And, so, God is after a people, beloved, today who have an eye that is single unto 
God. And they are like the woman who had ten pieces of silver and she lost one 
piece. She could have said, "I don't need that silver. I don't need that one piece." 
But she was willing to light the candle, - in Luke 15 - sweep the house, search 
diligently until she found what was lost. 

And what was lost? One out of ten. Right? And, that is a woman that typifies the 
church or [alternately] our soul. God wants us to love Him with all our hearts. 

God wants the righteousness of the Law to be fulfilled in us. [Rom. 8:4] And so, 
we must say like Paul, "This one thing I do. I want to please God. I want to reach 
the goal God has purposed for my life." And what is that goal? Paul likens it to a 
prize. That is where we stopped last night. He called it "the prize of the high 
calling in God in Christ Jesus." [Phil. 3:14] Now, eternal life is a gift and that is 
free. But a prize is not the same as a gift. A prize is what we earn. 

And we saw in ICorinthians 9 that the prize was "the crown." Because, in the 
Olympic races, Paul says, "Know you not that they who run in a race run all, but 
one receiveth the prize? So run that you may obtain." [1 Corinthians 9:24] After 
you and I are born from above and we have divine life in us, God likens us to 
athletes, and He has to train us how to run the race. And we do not run the race 
or finish our course in one day or one year. But it is a process. And, it is possible 
to begin the race, and not finish the race. Or, it is possible to run the race but go 
contrary to the laws of the racecourse and try to cut into the lane of someone 
else. And, as a result, what happens to the athlete? He is disqualified. And that is 
what Paul was referring to when he said, "I fear when I have preached to others, I 



myself would become a castaway/' [1 Cor. 9:27] And this word castaway does not 
mean he was going to lose his salvation. It means he would lose the prize. You 
would be rejected. Now, that is what I would like to leave with you again tonight. 
Do we realize the solemnity of our calling? Not only has God saved us. He has 
called us unto a holy calling. In the Bible, the calling is holy, it is high, it is 
heavenly, and it is humble. That is four "H" s. 


Many Are Called but Few Are Chosen [Matt. 23:37, 20:14, 22:16] 

Now, when a mother hen calls her chicks, but then, there comes a specific call. 
And, then, there comes a brooding call. And, ultimately, there comes a crying call 
when the hen notices that her chicks are in danger and they must get out of a 
certain environment. 

Did not the Lord Jesus say, ""0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the 
prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather 
your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you 
were not willing!" [Matt. 23:37] He called but they did not respond except a 
few! There is a general call. And, when we submit to that call, then God tells you 
I am calling you to something specific. You remember in the Bible Jesus spoke 
these words, "Many are called, but few are chosen." How many of you have not 
wondered about that? I used to wonder about that verse. When you read the 
context. He is talking about an invitation to a wedding. But, the ones invited 
were too busy! And [they] made foolish excuses! And, then, the command was 
given to the steward to go and find the lame and the blind and the halt in the 
highways and hedges. 

I will not go into the parable in itself. But, I would like to ask you, what does it 
mean, "Many are called, but few are chosen"? Some will say that means, "Many 
are called to eternal life, and few are chosen to get saved." That may sound 
right, but I do not believe it is right. In studying that parable, you will see that 
many are called to the high calling, but few choose to submit to the Lord, so He 
would work in them, to process them, in order to make them eligible to hear the 
call, "Come up higher". 



The High Calling is a very intriguing phrase - "the high calling." I told some of you 
last night who were here, I never knew what that was. I had always delighted in 
preaching in the New Year's Eve meeting about "forgetting the things that are 
behind" and reaching out to the things that are before. But the other half of that 
verse, I never heard a message on it. And I doubt whether most of you have 
heard any message on that. Just like myself. But the Lord kept bringing that to 
me, over and over again, in due course of time. And yet, sometimes it is so simple 
that we miss it! He says, "I press toward the mark for the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus." None of us presses toward the mark to obtain salvation! 

Because we cannot get it by our own efforts. It must be a gift from God! "For the 
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is..." what, my friends? [Eternal life.] 
Through Whom? If you are going to get this gift, through Whom must you come? 
To the giver! Who is the giver? What does He give us? Himself. His life substance. 
"He that hath the Son hath" - what? - "life." Amen. 

But it is one thing to have eternal life. It is something else to get the prize. Having 
received eternal life, I am now a candidate to run the race and to look to the Lord 
to work in me so that, when I come to the end of life's journey, I too can say with 
Paul, "I have fought the good fight. I have kept the faith. I have finished the 
course. Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me. And not for me 
only - but for all them that love His appearing." 

What is the "prize"? The prize is the crown! And the word for "crown" is 
Stephanos, from which we get the English word "Stephen" - remember that. 

And, Stephen was the first martyr. But he would receive the crown the day of 
resurrection. The word Stephanos was used with reference to the prize that was 
given at the Olympics in those days. But it was not a gold medal. Only one could 
get the prize. And it was a garland of flowers. Paul calls it "a corruptible garland." 
That is, a wreath of flowers that could only last for a few days at the most. So, it 
is one thing to say, "I know the Lord." It is another thing for me to walk with the 
Lord and allow Him to develop my spiritual life so that I can grow from a child to 
a youth to a man in Christ. 



Be "In Christ" in Increasing Degrees [2 Cor. 12:2,1 John 2:12-141 


Remember how Paul said on one occasion "I knew a man in Christ, whether in 
the body or out of the body, how such a man was caught up to the third 
heaven!"? [2 Cor. 12:2] I used to wonder - was he talking about himself or 
somebody else? And, why should he talk about somebody else? But he was a 
modest man. I believe he was talking about what he was in Christ. 

If you and I know the Lord, and we have experienced forgiveness of sins and 
eternal life, I believe we are in Christ. But there are degrees of being in Christ. Did 
you get that? It is one thing to say, "Well, Christ is in me and I am in Christ." But, 
the Lord wants that union to become more intimate and deeper. Now, when you 
and I are born again, do you know what we can be called? "A babe in Christ." 
Please tell me, is a babe in Christ the same as a man in Christ? Isn't there a 
difference? Right? When John wrote in his epistles, "I write unto you little 
children. I write unto you, young men. And, I write unto you fathers." [1 John 
2:12-14] Tell me, are they in the same age group or is there a difference? Will you 
please answer that one? Sure! There has to be a difference. We all belong to one 
family, but all of us may not necessarily be in the same age bracket. Now, it is not 
wrong to be a babe - as I said last night. I am recapitulating so the ones who were 
not here may not miss out, and we can have a coherent series of messages. 
Sometimes it is hard to come into a meeting and just flow with the subject, so I 
like to backtrack a little. I enjoy it myself and I hope you don't mind - those here 
who have heard this before. The best way we learn is to hear it more than once. 

So, the little children are blessed, but after ten years, if we still are a child in 
Christ, we need help. Don't we? Have you noticed, in the natural, when you leave 
childhood and you become a teenager, what happens? You get into a stage of 
rebellion. And you think you know more than your parents. And, because you see 
some answers to prayer and God blesses your ministry, things go to our heads, 
and, instead of living in love and unity, we get too rebellious and we allow the 
new wine to get to our heads. And that is what happens after a number of 
Christians receive the Holy Spirit baptism. They think they have reached a high 
plateau in their Christian experience whereas that is just the beginning of 



something great in God. It is not the end it is the means to the end. Did you 
hear that? The baptism of the Holy Spirit is not the end, it is the means to the 
end (or the goal.) It is to help us reach the goal faster. 


Run the Race to Obtain the Prize of the High Calling 


I like to illustrate it this way. Elijah heard the sound of an abundance of rain in the 
Spirit. Rain was not falling on the earth for 3 34 years. Can you imagine that? 
Because of the sins of the people of Israel. But this same man of God betook 
himself to prayer. And, he heard in the Spirit the sound of an abundance of rain. 
And he told King Ahab, "Rise up and eat and go on ahead of me into Jezreel." 
Ahab went into his chariot and his horses were speeding. "And suddenly," the 
Bible says, "the hand of the Lord was upon Elijah." [1 King 18:43-46] It was a 
distance of about 18 miles from Mt. Carmel to Jezreel. And, Elijah was suddenly 
reinvigorated by the Spirit. And he outran Ahab and got into Jezreel before the 
king with his horses and his chariot! I would have been glad to see that on video, 
wouldn't you? I do not think any Olympic runner could excel in that! I don't care 
which one you name. There is a limit to human energy. 

Have you noticed that energy that man makes - what do we call it? We call it 
horsepower. And what is horsepower? It is energy - yes - that can carry you 
faster than your physical body can travel. But, it still needs fuel. It still needs to 
be kept in top condition. 

And, what does the symbol of a horse represent in the Bible? "Horse" speaks of 
the power of the flesh. In Isaiah 31 there is a scripture that says, "Woe to them 
that go down to Egypt and trust in horses and chariots and not in the Holy One of 
Israel. Now the Egyptians are men and their horses flesh!" So, to ride in a chariot 
drawn by a horse is to depend on man's limited power. That is why the Psalmist 
says, "Some trust in chariots and some in horses but we will remember the name 
of the Lord our God!" 

Are we putting our confidence in our weaponry? Yes, we need to be armed as a 
nation. But, unless we are on God's side, we can be wiped out. If God be for us, 
who can be against us. Yes, we need to arm ourselves but don't let us put our 


trust in our arms but let us put our trust in what the dollar bill says, "In God we 
trust." 

So, Elijah outran Ahab. And he reached the goal. In our service yesterday morning 
I said, from Isaiah 40 and the last verse in that chapter, "They that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength. They shall mount up with wings as eagles. They 
shall run and not be weary. They shall walk and not faint." Now, of those three 
things: ascending, walking, and running, tell me which is the hardest. [Editor's 
note: the peaceful laughter here, of brother Bholan, was quite encouraging to 
me.] I am trying to trap you, it seems. Now, you know, in the natural, we cannot 
ascend too far. The higher we go, the greater we fall. But, in the spiritual realm, 
God wants us to soar like an eagle. He wants us to use the wings of prayer and 
praise. Then, after we seek the Lord in secret and He renews our strength, then 
He can help us to run this race. See? By filling us afresh with the Holy Spirit - and 
the hardest part, really, is walking. Yes, you make more distance when you run. 
But the real test of a spiritual person is how well he or she walks. You see, the 
Galatians started out well. Paul said, "You did run well. Who hindered you?" It is 
possible to begin well in the race and drop out. And it may be said, "He or she 
also ran." But, that does not mean that he or she attained the goal. Do we realize 
that He did not just save us to take us to heaven? He saved us so He could work 
upon us to bring us into His image. That is His purpose. "To conform us to the 
image of His Son!" To make us like Himself! 

And, this does not happen all at once. This takes time and growth and 
experiences and trials and testings and purgings and refinings! Are we ready for 
those things? Some of us, when we meet a little trial and test, and God does not 
seem to deliver us, we are at our wits end! We do not know how to face those 
difficulties. Well, we have to learn to cope with them because God is not going to 
deliver us every situation instantly. Sometimes He does, but at other times He 
lets us stay there. 

Jesus knew His disciples were rowing in a boat against a storm. They were having 
a hard time because "the winds were contrary". Why didn't He come and rescue 
them immediately? He waited until they perhaps had reached the end of their 
resources. Sometimes God has to bring us to the end of ourselves. We think we 
are strong. Oh! We think we are spiritual. We think we are so great in God. 



Sometimes a little test can show how spiritual we are. And, in a test we see 
ourselves in a way we never saw ourselves before. And, God has to show us we 
need help. We cannot afford to walk with pride. Walk humbly with God. 

So, God wants us to run the race. And not quit the race. And finish our course. 
With joy! And, after the walk, comes the run. And, then, the mounting up. 

Before Enoch went to meet the Lord, what was the qualification? He walked with 
God. It is a daily walk, my friends. You study God's word and you will be amazed 
how many times that one word "walk" is found. It speaks of walking in the spirit, 
walking in love, walking in the light, walking in truth, walking worthy of the 
vocation wherein God has called us. 

There is a lot about our walk. Why does God put that there? Because it is 
important. The walk precedes the run. 

God has a lot to say about running. Paul says, "So run I. Not uncertainly." And, 
that means we have to be disciplined. Do you think you could just go to the race 
track and run one mile without any practice? Go try it. By the time you cover one 
lap - a quarter of a mile - there is a huffing and a puffing. You have to take it 
easy. The best way to learn to run is to learn to walk, then increase your pace. 
Then, when you have built up your resistance in walking, then you start, 
gradually, to run. And, you may cover a lap. 

Then you stay in that for a while until you can cover two laps. Then, at a later time 
three, then four. 

Well, this race we are in, I do not believe it is a short distance race! It is a long¬ 
distance race. And, it is easy for us to say, "Well, I have gotten some victories 
and I have seen God work in my life," and think, "Well, we have accomplished 
much." But, have we reached the goal! 

So, when we study the Book of Revelation, Jesus is dealing with all seven 
churches and He is trying to show them where they need to walk in the right 
way, how to run, and how to press towards the goal to gain the crown. That is 
why I said to some of you last night [that] two churches did not receive any 
rebukes from the Lord. The remaining five were commanded of the Lord to 
repent. And, He was showing them their problems and their needs. 



And, why does God expose us? Why must God deal with us? Because He loves us. 
"He whom the Lord loves He" - what? - "He does chasten. He does correct." He 
does not correct us to kill us. He corrects us to improve us. And, let our hearts be 
opened. Sometimes we do not like to be corrected. I know we feel humiliated. 

But, you know, if you were to look back, you would say to the person who had to 
correct you, "I am glad that you did." 

David said, "Let the righteous smite me. It will be as a pleasant oil upon my head." 

Sometimes we do not always do the right things. And I do not believe a servant 
of God should, in a proud way, try to improve anybody. I believe there is a 
place for reproving, but in love. Because, if we get too high-handed, God will 
have to deal with us and show us that we did not have the right spirit. 

Now, those two churches alone were promised the crown in one sense. Where 
we ended up last night is that one of them received the promise of the crown. 

The other already had the crown - potentially - but their danger was they could 
lose the crown. 

And, didn't we see last night that it is one thing to have eternal life. That is sure. 
That cannot be lost. But one can lose the crown. One can miss out in the prize! 
And, that is why Paul said, "I do not want to miss out. This one thing I do. I am 
pressing on the upward way" - as the songwriter says - "New heights I am 
gaining every day. Still pressing as I am onward bound. Lord plant my feet" - 
where? - "On higher ground." 


Mountains as a Design Pattern in the Bible 

Before I say something about the crown, will you permit me to say something 
about the mountain? A few years ago, I was amazed to see how many references 
there are to mountains in the Bible. Who can tell me what is the first mountain 
mentioned in the Bible? Ararat, right. And, we read of other mountains like the 
Mount of Olives, Mount Sinai, Mount of Transfiguration, Mt. Zion, Mt. Horeb. 
Have you ever considered a scripture in one of the Psalms, "I will lift up mine eyes 
unto the hills"? That should be the end of the sentence. Then another sentence 
begins. "From whence cometh my help?" [That is a] question. Then, in the next 
sentence comes the answer. "My help cometh from Lord." Why did the psalmist 



say, "\ will lift up my eyes unto the hills"? That may seem to be an elementary 
question, but do not dismiss it. If you are looking on a hill or a mountain, you are 
getting your eyes in an upward direction. You are looking upward. Right? God 
wants us to know that, though we live on this earth, we must be a people who 
are a mountain people. 

Why should we look to the hills? Because, every great revelation God gave was 
on a hill or on a mountain (if you will take the time to study that.) God 
revealed Himself to Abraham as Jehovah Jireh after he took his son and went 
up Mt. Moriah. Right? After Noah and the animals and his family reached Mt. 
Ararat, then there was the descent. Noah understood much more about God's 
purposes when the ark reached Mt. Ararat. 

When Moses was to teach the people of God and get the pattern for the 
Tabernacle, do you know what happened to Moses? Where was he? God called 
him up the mount! Right? He had to leave the people at the foot of the mount, 
and he went up the mount. 

And, I believe there are about seven references to Moses going up the mount, 
coming down the mount. Going up the mount, coming down the mount. Going 
up the mount, coming down the mount! Tell me something. Do you think that is 
just "history" or is there more there? There has to be a meaning there! 

Then you look at brother Elijah, he was a mountain man himself. Elisha dwelt on 
a mountain. You come into the New Testament, many times you find Jesus up on 
a mountain. When he taught the Sermon on the Mount, He did not teach it on a 
plain. It says He went up a mount and, when He had taken a seat on the mount. 
His disciples came to Him and He opened His mouth and He taught them. That 
may not seem to be telling us much but tell you there is a meaning there. He 
went up the mount and He sat down. 

Then, we read of Him going up a mount and praying. Then we read of Jesus 
going up to the Mount of Olives. Then, it says, "As was His custom." Right? And, 
then we find that He sat on the Mount of Olives when they asked Him about the 
signs of the End-time. And, when He left the earth. He left it on a mountain top. 
And, when He comes back to earth. He will descend on a mountain. How about 
that? Is that all by mistake? Is that just history? 



Interpreting the Meaning of the Symbolism of Mountains 


What is God trying to tell us? The top of a mount is high! The "high calling" is 
simply to hear God say, "Come up the Mount." God is telling us in this day, "Far 
too long. My people, you have stayed in the valley! Far too long you have been 
bound to the earth and the womb of the earth I I want you to ascend higher in 
Mel I want you to climb up the Mountain in Me. I want to teach you My ways. 

But, if you are not willing, I cannot help you!" 

I am not saying we have to climb a literal mountain. No, a mountain speaks of a 
Kingdom. A mountain speaks of the Spirit - the spiritual realm. And, God wants 
us to dwell in His presence! 

Now, sometimes you find Jesus sitting on a mountain, rather than standing. 

There are two parts to a mountain. There is the summit and there is the foot. 

When someone, after a perilous climb reaches the top of a mount - let us say 
Mt. Everest. What joy! What exuberance (as the flag is planted on the summit)! 
"We have conquered this mountain!" Right? That is the way we understand it 
today. Well, when we are born again, it is like coming to the foot of a mountain. 
But, to reach the High Calling, you must climb up the mountain, and you do not 
climb a mountain in a day. That is the simplest way I can illustrate it to you. 

All the Israelites, when they came out of Egypt to Mt. Sinai - sixty days later they 
came there - they all encamped at the foot of the mountain. But, there was one 
man who left the foot of the mount, and God said, "Come up, and I am going to 
show you My ways." And Moses went up the mount and then God sent him 
down. And he made several trips up that mount to receive communication from 
God. 

I believe God is telling us (tonight) He is after a mountain people - a people who 
will have a vision of His goal for their lives. I wish [that] at the time I was 
converted that I was taught that there is more than just being born again. Thank 
God for that! [Being born again.] That is the greatest miracle that can happen. 

But, oh! How many of us are satisfied to be a babe all our lives? Thank God for the 



babe! But, we have to grow up in Christ! That is God's goal for us! That means we 
have to learn to climb the mount. 


How far along the way we are God alone knows. But, I want to give you Scripture 
here that will stir your thinking and stir you towards the Lord. I would like to 
show you a scripture in Hebrews 12. I will start with Hebrews 12:18. "For you 
have not come to the mount that might be touched and that burned with fire, 
nor unto to blackness and darkness and tempest, and the sound of a trumpet and 
the voice with words which they that heard entreated that the words be not 
spoken to them anymore for they could not endure that which was commanded. 
And, if so much as a beast touched the mountain, it must be stoned or thrust 
through with a dart. And, so terrible was the sight that Moses said, "I exceedingly 
fear and quake!" 

Now, what was he talking about? Mt. Sinai. I will refer to that scripture in a while. 
But Mt. Sinai was on fire. God was coming down on that mount. And God told 
Moses, "Go prepare the people. But, don't let any beast touch the mount or any 
human being, else death would come upon them." So, the people had to stay at 
the foot of the mount. 


When we are Born Again. We have Come unto Mt. Zion 

But, then God called Moses up to the top of the mount. Yet, all the Israelites 
except Moses were at the foot of the mount. And, so, God is saying, "We have 
not come to a mount in which you will have to be afraid that you will be 
consumed." But, what kind of a mount have we come to? "You are called unto 
Mt. Zion I And unto the city of living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an 
innumerable company of angels." [Heb. 12:22] 

In other words, all the Israelites came to the foot of - what foot? - Mt. Sinai. But 
where do we Christians come? What mountain? Mt. Zion! 

Now, where is Mt. Zion? The word, “Zion" means "light" or "sunny". Zion was 
part of Jerusalem, but Jerusalem was not Zion I Where was the Temple? In 
Jerusalem. But, where did David have his throne? In Zion! Zion was the highest 
mountain. 




Now, when we are born again, God says, "You have come unto Mount. 

Zion." Now, remember a mountain has two parts to it - the top and the foot. 
Right? So, when we are born again, spiritually speaking we come into the 
kingdom of God as it applies on the earth. The foot of the mount is the 
earthly realm. The top of the mount is the heavenly realm. A mountain 
represents a kingdom and God's kingdom has two parts to it! The earthly 
and the heavenly. 

Now, to make it very simple: When does the kingdom of God begin for a 
Christian? When the king comes to dwell in our hearts. Then we become a 
citizen of the kingdom, but we are only on the earth. That is the kingdom 
beginning in our heart. But, God wants us to come under His rule, so we can 
learn His ways that ultimately. He will take us out of the earthly and carry us up 
to the top of the mount (or the heavenly). See? 

So, we have come unto Mt. Zion. It is one thing to come unto Mt. Zion. It is 
another thing to come on Mt. Zion. 

See my point? Maybe you have not. So, I would like us to go back to Exodus 19. 

Okay, this to me is a very tremendous chapter in the Bible. Ex. 19:10. "And the 
Lord said unto Moses, 'Go unto the people and sanctify them today and 
tomorrow and wash their clothes and be ready against the third day." What will 
happen on the third day? "For, the third day, the Lord will come down in the sight 
of all the people," - where? - "upon Mt. Sinai." Now, do you think the Lord was 
going to come to the foot of the mount? Or, was He going to come to the top of 
the mount? Definitely the top! 

Okay? It says, (Ex. 19:12) "And, thou shalt set bounds unto the people round 
about, saying, 'Take heed to yourselves that you go not into the mount or touch 
the border of it, for whosoever touches the mount will surely be put to death." 

Alright, let us go on to verse 16. "And, it came to pass on the third day in the 
morning there were thunders and lightnings, a thick cloud on the mount. A voice 
of a trumpet exceeding loud. So, all the people that was in the camp trembled. 
And, Moses brought forth the people out of the camp to meet with God and they 
stood" - where? - "at the nether part" which is the foot of the mount. Agreed? 



And, Mt. Sinai was altogether on a smoke because the Lord descended upon it in 
fire. And the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace. And, the whole 
mount quaked greatly." 

Now, suppose you and I were there. How would we have reacted? In the book of 
Hebrews, it says Moses himself - the great man of God - confessed he was afraid. 
I tell you, if God were to give us a little display of Himself, boy! We would have to 
fall on our faces like John because He is awesome to behold! 

Alright? It says in verse 19, "And when the voice of the trumpet waxed long and 
sounded louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him by a voice and 
the Lord came down upon Mt. Sinai on the--" what part of the mount? Did you 
see? - "On the top of the mount?" Have we seen that everybody? Where did God 
descend? Alright, let us look at the next sentence. "The Lord called Moses up to 
the" - what part of the mount? The top of the mount. And Moses went where? 
Up! 

Now, I have said all of that to tell you that is what the High Calling of God is. The 
High Calling of God is, "Now that you are saved, I am calling you to come up 
higher in Me!" But, if anything is high, it is going to cost you. Aren't prices high 
[for things that are more valuable]? 


The Lord says, "Buy of Me" - Rev. 3, Matt. 25, 2 Sam. 24 

[Eternal life is] free, but there are some things in the Christian life we do not get 
free. [Relaxed chuckling.] May I give you a scripture that will shock you (unless 
you have seen it before and understand it)? Jesus tells the last of these churches, 
(which typifies the church in this end time). He says, "Buy of Me." Not "take from 
Me," "Buy of Me." 

Would you like to see that? Go to Revelation 3:18. "I counsel thee" - [does it say:] 
to "take from Me"? To do what? "Buy of Me." What are we to buy from Him? 
Gold tried in the fire, so we can be rich. White raiment to clothe ourselves that 
the shame of our nakedness does not appear, and ointment for our eyes - the 
eye-salve for our eyes - that we may see. In other words, what He is saying is, "If 




we are going to please Him, then we will have to put our all on the altar. If we are 
going to buy from God, the purchasing price is not money. Yes, we have to give 
our money, as God directs us, back to Him. But, God is not so much after our 
money - God is after us. And, if you are going to buy from God, what is the 
medium of exchange? Yourself. When you are willing to surrender all, then He is 
going to give you what is necessary. If you want to go halfway with God, then you 
are not buying. 

Remember the foolish virgins were told by the wise, when the wise were asked by 
the foolish for oil - (Matthew 25) - the wise said to the foolish, "Go and buy for 
yourselves." We can't get the experiences of the Spirit for somebody else. Each 
one of us has to put our all on the altar to see from God. 

Another scripture with "buy" is: "Buy the truth and sell it not." And another 
scripture with "buy" was [2Sam. 24] when David bought the threshing floor of 
Araunah in the Old Testament. Araunah wanted to give him this threshing floor 
where he would build an altar and offer sacrifices to God. And David said, "No. I 
am not going to offer to God something that does not cost me." And he paid the 
price for the land! My friends, the price God is after is ourselves. 

Our greatest problem many times is ourselves. Not our wives. Not our children. 
Not our husbands, as the case may be. Not our neighbors. We sometimes are the 
ones that are stubborn. We want to stay on the foot of the mount and camp 
there. God is saying, "I want you to come up the mount!" 


Moses Ascended the Mount After Two Days - Ex. 19:20 

Who went up the mount? Moses! [Ex. 19:20] Now, in that chapter, it says, Moses 
had to prepare the people for how many days? Two days. And the third day, God 
would come down, [...comment from audience.] Yes. And, they had to wash their 
clothes. How long is a day with the Lord? [1,000 years]. [2Peter 3:8]. How long 
would be two days? From the time of the Lord's first coming until now, how long 
a time has elapsed? Almost two thousand years. And what is God doing to the 
church in these two thousand years? He is washing us with the water of His word. 
[Eph. 5:26] Amen? He is cleansing us. He is saying, "I want your garments to be 
clean because the third day is coming. And, those who are like Moses are not 



going to stay at the foot of the mount. They are going to hear the call, "Come up 
higher!" Glory to God! 

Did you notice that not everybody went up the mount? You see, this destroys 
a lot of our theology. Which would you prefer: man's theology or what God 
has to say in His word? 

You know what God said of Israel and Moses? He made known His ways unto 
Moses, His acts to the children of Israel. [Ps. 103:7] The Israelite saw His acts, 
but they did not want to learn His ways! 

Isn't it amazing that, when Jesus sat down to teach His disciples. He had to go 
up the mount? And His disciples were willing to go up that mount? And when 
He was seated. He began to teach them. 

Only those who are willing to become His disciples - and a disciple is one who 
is trained and taught, willing to be instructed of God, by the Spirit of God - 
only those are going to be willing to go up this mount. 

How do we go up the mount? By faith! We come to the Lord. We have access to 
the very throne of grace. Amen? And we come to Him and we say. Lord I am 
willing to learn your ways. And, we do not learn His words in one day. But, if we 
are willing. He will teach us, "Line upon line and precept upon precept." So, 
Moses learned God's ways. He was one of the greatest men to walk on this earth! 
The first five books in the Bible were written by him. And, I do not believe we 
have scratched the surface of his writings yet! He knew God face to face! 

He went up the mount! How we need to get close to God in these days, my 
friends. Don't let anybody hold you down to the ground. Ascend in the Spirit. Get 
alone with the Lord. He is going to reveal Himself to you. I believe we are in a day 
when God wants to visit us. Show Himself alive to us in a way we have never 
known. But our problem is we are too busy. And we will have to learn to 
discipline our time. It takes time to be holy. It takes time for an athlete to 
practice. It takes time to excel in study - to obtain a profession. Well, God is 
showing us the same applies in the spiritual. Sometimes we can't sit down and 
hear God's word for more than fifteen or thirty minutes - our mind is wandering 
hither, thither, and yon - because we are not disciplined in our thinking. I could 



not speak like this in many churches. Do you know why? Service starts at 11:00 
and finishes at 12:00 sharp. Make sure everything is wrapped up by then. But we 
can go to the ball game and - "oh, boy!" let the score be tied. You know. We are 
on edge. We come to service: "Oh, preacher, hurry up. I need to leave here." 
Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. I am not trying to put 
anyone down or condemn anyone. I realize we all have our shortcomings, but, let 
us be willing to be exposed to God. Say: "God, I don't want to be like that." I want 
to do better than that. I want my clothes to be washed because when you come I 
want to be ready. "Be ready against the third day!" The Lord is about to come 
back!" [Ex. 19:14-15] 


Are We Going to Hear the Call - "Come Up Higher"? 

Are we going to hear the call - "Come up higher"? That is the call John heard after 
chapter 3, John heard that call. Would you like to see that? Go to Revelation 4. 
"After this..." In other words, after God is through dealing with His church and the 
church is willing to receive instruction so God can do that perfecting work in us 
then something is going to happen. "After this, I looked and behold a door was 
opened" - where? - Oh! Hallelujah! Where was the door opened? In heaven! 
Okay? Let us read on. "And the first voice which I heard was, as it were, of a 
trumpet talking with me which said, 'Come up, hither!'" Or, that could be read, 
"Come up higher." "And I will show thee things which must be hereafter." 

I don't believe that is talking of all God's people. It is talking of those who are 
willing to pay the price to go up the mount, and learn God's ways, then, 
ultimately, they will hear the call, "Come and join Me" on the mount. 

You see, God's kingdom: the top of the mount is the heavenly realm and the foot 
of the mount is this earthly realm. We are now in the earthly realm. The kingdom 
begins for us here. But we have not come where He is. Where is the Lord living 
today? Is He living on the earth or is He living in heaven? Huh? He is in heaven! 

He is not living on the earth anymore. If He were, maybe we all should have 
taken a trip to Jerusalem. How many of us who went to the Holy Land saw Jesus 
Christ there? In person? But the message of the angels was: "This same Jesus 
who was taken up from you shall come again in like manner!" [Acts 1:11] But 



where is He now? He is in the heavens. Before He can come back to earth He 
must receive a people up the mount. 


How Many Christians are Going to Meet the Lord "Up the Mount"? 

Now, how many Christians are going to meet the Lord up the mount? May I show 
you that? Would you like to see that? Would you get a little disturbed if I tell you 
how many? [Rejoicing.] If you stick out your neck, you are going to have to face 
up to what you get. I am going to show you a beautiful Scripture here. And this 
may shake you now, but it is better to get shocked now rather than later on. I 
want God to deal with my traditions and ideas. I want to get founded in His way. 
His word. His truth. And if I said anything wrong, if I preached anything that was 
not right, I am willing to repent and say, "Friends, I must apologize." You see, if 
we love the truth we don't mind correction. But the sad thing I find among the 
ministers of God - and I am not knocking down ministers: thank God for the good 
they are doing. But, some of my brethren will never repent. It was so according to 
their church system and it will always remain so. Never mind how wrong it is, if 
they dare to attack it, that is the day they lose their jobs. Well, I had to settle long 
ago, "Where He leads me I will follow" and what he feeds me I will swallow. 
[Laughing.] 


Revelation Chapter 14:1-5 

Okay! Are you ready for this exciting chapter? You talk about football being 
exciting, I am going to show you something more exciting than that. Now, I am 
not saying to you not to go watch a football game. I am not saying that. But what I 
am saying is: God is wanting to make Himself real and His word exciting to us. And 
the Psalmist says, "I rejoice at Thy word as one who finds great spoil! Great 
treasure." Now, here is a treasure I am going to give you. 

Go to Revelation 14:1. "And I looked and, lo, a lamb stood on the Mount Zion. 

And with Him," two billion souls - is that true? "And with Him 144,000 having His 
father's name written in their foreheads." 



Rev. 14:3, "They sang as it were a new song before the throne, before the living 
creatures and the elders and no man could learn that song but the 144,000." 
Where did these folks come from? "Who were redeemed" from which planet? 
Venus? Mercury? Huh? They are redeemed from where? The earth. That meant 
they had to be living on the earth before they were removed from the earth. 
Right? The word "redeemed" means they were loosed away from the earth. 

What is it that binds us to planet earth? The Law of Gravity. But now the time is 
come for a people to soar like Columbia [the famous space shuttle of NASA]. Oh, 
glory to God! And they are going to be loosed. They are going to be loosed away 
from the earth The Greek word [translated] "redeemed" means "to loosen away." 
which means they are no more on the earth. And they are going to be launched 
into orbit. And they are taken right - where do they go? [To the Lamb.] Where do 
they meet the Lamb? Where is the Lamb? On Mt. Zion. Not at the foot. At the 
summit. The Lamb is on Mt. Zion. But He is not alone. There are 144,000 who are 
with Him - who have joined Him. Do I mean that these are the only ones who will 
go up the mount? No. But they are the first to go. Do you know why? 

Let us see what kind of people these are. See if any one of us can say, "Yes, I am 
living like that." And if you can say "Yes", God bless you. And may God continue 
to bless you and lead you on. I cannot admit that I have fully come to this yet. 

But I am pressing on. And if you haven't come here, keep pressing on, too, 
beloved. Amen? 

Let's read what it says. "These are they who were not defiled with women for 
they are virgins. These are they who follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. 
These were redeemed from among men, being firstfruits unto God and the Lamb 
and in their mouths was found no guile for they are without fault before the 
throne of God." Now that is what I am trying to tell you. 

Now right away some of you may be thinking, "Well, those are Jews" because the 
same 144,000 are mentioned in Rev. 7, so some people say, "Those are the Jews, 
you know?" But here it says they were redeemed from the earth. Yes, I believe 
God will have 144,000 from the twelve tribes of Israel in the natural. But I also 
believe there is a 144,000 that are taken out of the church. There are two 
companies. The 144,000 in Revelation 7 are on the earth when the judgments 



come, and they are protected, whereas these are not on the earth, they are in 
heaven! Is that true? 


Why were they to seal the servants of God? So that when plagues came, these 
would not be hurt. So that at first, they were living on the earth. But they were 
being protected. But this company is not on the earth, they are redeemed from 
the earth, and, where are they? They are before the throne of God! That is the 
heavenly realm. See? 

And, what kind of people are these? These are they who have walked with God like 
Enoch. 

Now, you can choose to believe whomever you want to believe. That is your 
prerogative. But, I am telling you this in all earnestness tonight. If we expect to 
meet the Lord, we must grow up in Jesus Christ. We have to reach the goal. 


A Farmer will Harvest Mature Corn in the Ear: Both Firstfruits and Harvest 


It is like a man sowing seed. But he is not going to harvest blades or ears. There 
are three stages: The blade, the ear, and the full corn in the ear. And when the 
harvest has come, what does he reap? Blades? Ears? [He reaps the] full corn in 
the ear. 

Jesus is the farmer. He is not coming for anything less than that which has 
reached maturity. And, that is how serious this matter is. 

So, you are hearing something tonight that might shock you some. But, 
sometimes we all have to get a little shock to enable us to face up to reality. The 
Lord is coming for a holy people, a prepared people. The church He is after is a 
glorious church! When the whole church does not do what God wants, you 
know what He does? 

He gets a remnant from the church. That is the message of the Letters [in the 
book of Revelation.] In every church there is, "to him that overcometh." When 
the whole church seems to be going astray, there are those who are overcoming 
in the church. Only God sees them. We do not see them. And, through the 
overcomers, God will help the rest! That is the principle. When all of God's people 




are not going in His direction, God uses those who are committed to Him and 
through the remnant He is going to bless the rest! You can trace that from 
Genesis down to Revelation. "In the days before the Flood, when everybody 
turned away against God, there was one man and his family that stood up! They 
were a remnant! After the Flood, there was one of Jacob's sons - by the name of 
Joseph - who was instrumental in saving the rest of all that family! One man. And, 
if not for that one, the family would have perished! 

In the days of Gideon, 32,000 men wanted to fight the battle. God said, "There 
are too many. Tell all who are afraid, "Go back." Ten thousand (10,000) 
remained. God said, "There are still too many. I am going to prove them. And, 
when they got to the waters to drink - Judges chapter 7 - you can read it - only 
300 passed the test! And with the 300, God caused the victory to come so the 
rest would be blessed! 

But, you see, we choose to believe what we want to believe. We do not get our 
understanding from God's word - we just take man's ideas. All of us are guilty! So, 
we must get back to what God says. And, God is showing us that there is a 
company. I don't know who the 144,000 are. That is God's business. Let God take 
care of His business. Amen? 

If we walk with God and if we are taken - fine? If not [that is, if we are not 
taken], but we have to go through tribulation, so what? We are not the only 
ones [to go through tribulation]. Many more before us went through 
tribulation. 

Have you stopped to consider that the early church faced so great tribulation, 

God did not always deliver them from the lion's den? Paul was delivered from a 
Philippian prison, but he was not delivered from a Roman prison. What makes us 
think that we are better than the early church when we are a group of spoiled 
brats! We have not yet even come up to the stature of the early church! And we 
think we are ready for rapture! Ah, my friend, if we get a vision of God's holiness 
and God's purpose for our lives, it will cause us to humble ourselves and see 
[that] we all a far way yet to go. I am not giving you an impossible standard, [but 
rather] I am saying [that] God has a standard for us and He can fulfill it in us if we 
are willing to mean business with Him. 



So, who are the 144,000? They are the ones that are the first to go up the mount. 
Three and a half years later, multitudes, millions will join them. Because, many 
more will be ready after they realize the shock. 

I am going to close tonight because I do not want to keep you too late. I know 
some of you have to work. I want to show you something very quickly. You will 
see in the Gospels - Matthew and Mark particularly - there are two accounts of 
the Lord feeding the multitudes. One, is the 5,000 men not counting women and 
children. The other was 4,000 men, not counting women and children. Now, 
that was not only a miracle - that is true [it was a miracle] - but there was 
prophecy behind what the Lord was doing. 

Now, remember these 144,000 are called "firstfruits unto God." Tell me, is the 
firstfruits of an apple tree the entire harvest? How many apples on a tree will 
ripen first? Just a handful. Right? But because the other apples have not ripened, 
do you discard the apple tree? And, how is it that we have read this and have not 
seen the word "firstfruits"? It is amazing how we are blind! It says these people 
are the "firstfruits unto God." That means they are not the entire group of God's 
saints. They are the firstfruits. They are the first to ripen, mature, and meet the 
Lord! That is what it means. But some will do all they can to interpret their 
traditions rather than bow to what God's word says. See what I mean? 


God Stood with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego...in the Fiery Furnace 

Now, whether we go or whether we have to be taken at a later time, let us not be 
afraid. "Greater is He that is in us, than he that is in the world." God stood with 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego when they put them in the fiery furnace. 
Right? God did not do a miracle of preserving them out of the furnace but 
preserving them in the midst of the furnace. Right? And, so, God is not always 
taking us out of a situation. Many times. He has to bring us through. Well, there 
are some of God's saints who are learning, and God says, "Well, I see that this 
one is ready. That one is ready. I am going to take them as a firstfruit, so they can 
come back and help the rest." What does the firstborn in the family do to the rest 
of the brothers and sisters? I don't have to tell you. Big brother or big sister helps 




the younger. Right? The younger ones. Did [the Scripture] not say that "the elder 
will serve the younger"? Right? Well, that is the same principle. Those who go to 
meet the Lord will be sent back by the Lord to minister in a supernatural way to 
help and reinforce the others. That is the purpose! But we have a lot yet to learn! 
Are we willing (to find out God's plan for this day)? What happened to Jesus 
when He ascended unto the Father on the Day of Resurrection? Did He stay up 
there, or did He come back? He came back. And, what did He do to the disciples? 
He appeared to them and He calmed their fears. He gave them bread and fish to 
eat. He opened the Scriptures to them. He breathed on them. Well, the same 
thing is going to happen again! [It will happen] when those who are taken will 
come back and help the others! 


Feeding of 5000 and 4000, barley and wheat. 

Alright. I say I am going to end this message by giving you the two accounts 
of the feeding of the multitudes. 

When Jesus fed the 5,000, do you remember how many loaves and fish he had? 
Five loaves and two fish. Later on, [for the feeding of the 4,000], seven loaves and 
"a few fish" - maybe three at the most. That is truly something that can be taken 
in a separate message. But, I am not going to do that tonight. I just want to show 
you that behind a miracle is a message. Every miracle Jesus performed had a 
meaning to it. Hallelujah! Yes, accept it as a miracle and, then, that is the first 
interpretation. But there is more than one meaning. See the meaning of the 
miracle. Now, I discovered that when He fed the 5,000 men, not counting women 
and children. He used a certain kind of grain or bread. The Bible says, "Barley 
loaves." But when He said the second group, there is no mention of the kind of 
bread. It just said, "loaves". Now, if you are not familiar with the Middle East, you 
would not know what that is saying. But, in the land of Palestine, the first grain to 
ripen is barley. Wheat ripens later. So, I believe the "seven loaves" had to be from 
the wheat harvest! It does not say "wheat", but obviously the barley was 
exhausted long ago [by the time] He fed the second group at a later time in the 
year. 




How many baskets did they gather when the Lord fed the first group? Twelve. 

How many baskets did they gather when the second feeding was completed? 
Seven. If you have an amplified Bible, you will see that the word that is translated 
"baskets", for "twelve baskets" is translated "twelve wicker baskets" or twelve 
small baskets. If you look at the word translated "seven baskets", you will see the 
translation is "seven hampers" or "seven large baskets." It was the basket in 
which Paul was let down from the wall. You remember how Saul was let down the 
wall in a basket (in Acts chapter 9,1 think)? The disciples let him down the wall "in 
a basket"? Well, that is the word. It is a large basket. "A hamper" they call it. 

Now, if we were to look at those two things, what are they telling us? Out of the 
twelve baskets and the seven baskets, which would be larger? The seven. The 
twelve were very small baskets. But the seven were large. And, that is exactly 
how the saints are going to be gathered to the Lord. First, He will have the twelve 
small baskets who will be gathered first. At the close of the Tribulation, a larger 
company - out of all nations and kindreds and tongues will be gathered. 

So, the second group will be far larger than the first group. The fact that the 
barley loaves were used proves to us that the twelve baskets are those who will 
be the firstfruits - the first to ripen. The seven large baskets typify those who 
will be in the wheat group who will mature at a later time. 

Summarizing 


Now, take it or leave it. It is up to you, my friends. I am not pushing anything 
down your throats. I am simply saying [for you to] go home and meditate on 
that. Then you will understand Revelation 14. It is telling you and it is telling me 
that there is a Firstfruits company who will meet the Lord first. Later on, in that 
chapter, he is told, "Thrust in thy sickle and reap. The harvest of the earth is 
come!" That is the second group that is going to be harvested. They are the 
wheat company. 

So, are we willing to go up the mount, or do we want to stay at the foot of the 
mount? Are we going to press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling? 
Or, will we miss that? It is possible as a Christian to miss the Translation. It is 
possible as a Christian to lose the Crown. It is not possible to lose eternal life, but 
it is possible to lose ruling and reigning with the Lord in His kingdom. 



Will you settle for the earthly glory or the heavenly? Will you settle for a 
terrestrial body or a celestial body? That is the big question tonight. Will we stay 
at the foot or will we go up the mount? The Lord is calling us, and He is saying, 
"Come up the mount with Me. I want to show you My ways. I want to instruct 
you. Then, I want to prepare you on this earth, so you can bless other souls." 

That is all I can give you tonight. May God bless you for coming. May you think on 
what you have heard. I do not know what I will share with you tomorrow night. 
Perhaps we will continue this matter of the Prize and the implications of the 
Prize. The fact that some of you are here for the first time indicates to me that 
the Lord wanted me to share something that you can follow. I would have been 
happy to go into a little more than some other aspects of truth. But, I believe God 
wanted me to share this with you, so you can ponder it. Pray over what you have 
heard. Say, "Lord, if what this man is saying is true, then make it more real to 
me." If it does not line up with God's word you do not have to accept it. But, if I 
have been telling you God's word, be careful how you hear and what you hear. 

Jesus was always on the mount. I am tempted to tell you something else, but I 
think I will wait until tomorrow night! May I give you a little homework? I would 
like to bait you to come back tomorrow night. I realize I promised some of them 
I am not going to try to hold them too late. Here is your homework. Why did 
Jesus take Peter, James and John up the mount? Why did He leave the nine at 
the foot of the mount? Okay. You have the whole night tonight. All day 
tomorrow until tomorrow night. And, come back and see if we can compare 
notes and reach the same conclusion. Would you like to find that out? Go to 
Matthew 17. If God leads me, I am going to speak on that tomorrow night. I am 
not guaranteeing you that I will. But, just go to Matthew 17:1-21. May you study 
that out. And, while you are studying it out, let me add this to you. Ask yourself 
this question: "Did these men vote to go up the mount?" I am trying to show 
you something my friends. That it is one thing to come to the foot of the mount. 

It is another thing to get to the top of the mount. It is one thing to get eternal 
life. It is something else to receive the prize. 

I tell you, this is such a tremendous truth. If you see it, you are going to have a 
greater determination to walk with God and to please God. If you do not agree 



with me, I still love you. But, this is what I want to tell you. If my coming here has 
done one good [thing] and that one good [thing] is to stir you to draw closer to 
Jesus Christ, [then] my coming has not been in vain. 

How many of us want to be like the Lord? How many of us want to bear His 
image and likeness? Well then, let us continue to follow Him. I would like you to 
study that episode. I do not have all the answers, so I am going to tell you right 
away: I still know in part. I am willing to learn. Whatever little God has given me, I 
would like to share with you. We are all in a schooling. 

It is one thing to come unto Mt. Zion. It is another thing to be with the Lamb on 
Mt. Zion. Well. She asked to fill the tape [a 90-minute cassette tape with two 
sides of 45 minutes each]. I am not going to take her on, but I am going to say 
one thing more. On that one verse. Rev. 14, why didn't that verse say they were 
with "the Lion" on Mt. Zion. Who is the Lion of the tribe of Judah? But he is also 
called the - what? The Lamb. Twenty-nine times He is called "the Lamb". He is 
called "the Lion" about twice in Revelation! But "the Lion" speaks of His kingship. 

Now, here is something that might jar you a little. The fact that they are with the 
Lamb on Mt. Zion means that the Age of Grace is not over yet! When does the 
Age of Grace end? When Jesus comes back to earth! When He gathers the 
Firstfruits, three and one-half years more is left before He will get the second 
group. And, having gathered the two groups, then He will come back to earth. 

So, the fact that He is with this company and they have joined Him in the 
heavens means that He has not come back yet to earth. When He comes back to 
earth. He does not come back as a Lamb, He comes back as a Lion. If He came 
back to earth as a Lamb, do you know what would happen? He would have to go 
to the Cross again! Hallelujah! Jesus comes back to earth as King of kings and 
Lord of lords! 

I had better keep my mouth quiet now. I think I have given you enough to stir you 
up! And, if you want to hear more, come back to the same place, same time. 
Okay? And, we might see why He took three up the mount and left the others at 
the foot of the mount. 



Prayer at the Conclusion of the Second Evening Meeting 


Praise the Lord. Shall we stand together. We thank you. Lord, for this privilege of 
being together with your precious saints. We thank you for your presence (in our 
midst.) We thank you for hearts that are hungry. Lord, continue to stir us to seek 
your face. And, Lord, I know you are the rewarder of them that diligently seek 
you. May you bless this people in a special way. May you bless those who have to 
labor and be at work in the morning. Give them a good rest and speak to them in 
the night seasons. And, bless each one - each family represented. And, Lord, give 
us the attitude that Mary had. She kept all these things and pondered them in her 
heart. May we ponder what we have heard tonight. May you show us the 
difference between the Gift and the Prize. May you show us that once we are 
yours, you will never disown us. But, may you show us also that, to whom much is 
given much is required. Help us. Lord, not to settle for the foot of the mount, but 
to press on in Thee and to climb up the mount until we reach the summit and join 
the Lamb on Mt. Zion. 0, God! Help us tonight. Forgive us for laxity, our taking 
you for granted, our lack of zeal in seeking you. Forgive us. Lord. Cleanse us with 
Thy blood. Renew us like the eagles. Stir us on in Thee. Set our hearts ablaze with 
the fire of Your Spirit. Open our eyes and ears and hearts. Visit your people. Lord. 
Visit us all. Bless all your saints, near and far. And, Lord, I pray that revival fires will 
burn in this area. And, though Satan has sought to paralyze Your people, and to 
hinder Thy saints here, that the work of the Enemy to sow discord and to devour 
and to tear down will be brought to nothing. You will raise up a mighty army for 
You in this part of Pennsylvania. You will move in our land. You will help our 
President. You will heal our land, 0 God. In the midst of judgment, remember 
mercy. 

And, Father, for all the needs on the hearts of Thy children, I pray that, as we seek 
Your face and seek You first. You said [that] all these things shall be added unto 
us. So, undertake for all these needs on our hearts. And, let us go with the joy of 
the Lord as our strength, with the peace of the Lord ruling in our hearts and mind, 
and with the love of God shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. Thank You 
for doing these things, in Jesus' name. Amen. 

[Song being sung by Deoram Bholan: Verse one of "Higher Ground" - I am 
pressing on the upward way...".] May that be the cry of our heart. Amen. 



Sister Zona, back to you. 


[End of the second recorded message in the series.] 


The Gift and the Prize - Message 3 


Praise the Lord. It is good to be with you tonight. We want to welcome those 
who may be here for the first time as well as those of you who have been here 
before. We would like to continue where we left off last night. 

Remember I gave you a little homework to do. How many of you did it? [joyful 
chuckles by DB]. Our thoughts were on climbing the mount. We studied a little 
about the mountain having two parts: the summit and the foot. And in the Bible a 
mountain represents a kingdom or a nation. And in the Scriptures, there are several 
references to mountains. God is after a mountain people. And if we are to 
understand that expression, we must know what a mountain represents. God's 
mountain is God's kingdom. And God's kingdom has two spheres to it: the heavenly 
and the earthly. 


Christians Live Under an Open Heaven 

The kingdom of God begins for us on the earth when the king comes to establish 
residence in our hearts. But, though we live here, we are not fully joined to the Lord 
in the heavens. For us, heaven is not so remote. Heaven begins to function for us 
once the king comes to dwell in our hearts. We have access to heaven. 

The child of God who has divine life within him walks under an open heaven. 

Heaven is not closed to us, heaven is opened unto us! When man sinned, heaven 


was closed to him. But Jesus Christ came to earth to rend the veil that separated 
man and God and to bring about a reconciliation. Amen? 


One of the things He told Nathaniel was, "You shall see heaven opened!" [Jn. 1:51] 
Not heaven closed - heaven opened and the angels ascending and descending upon 
the Son of Man. Have you ever wondered about that, dear friends? What was He 
talking about? He was talking about Jacob's ladder! Again, I say unto you, how can 
you understand - how can I understand - the new apart from the old. Remember 
Jacob was sleeping with a stone for a pillow for his head and he had that vision of a 
ladder that extended from earth to heaven. And the angels of God were ascending 
and descending on that ladder. When he woke up, he said, 

"This is none other than the house of God." [Gen. 28:12] 

Well, who are the house of God? The church. And who are the church? The 
called-out people. Those who are redeemed by the blood of the Lamb and have 
the life of Jesus in their hearts. And if we are the house of God, then heaven is not 
closed to us. We have access to heaven and the angels of God are sent from 
heaven to earth and from earth to heaven to minister unto us who are the heirs 
of salvation! My friends, how we need to thank God for an open heaven. Where 
the Lord dwells will correspond to the summit of a mount. Where you and I dwell 
will correspond to the foot of a mount. Though we are on the earth, we still have 
access to Him in heaven. But there is coming a day when we will have to join Him 
in the heavens. 


The "High Calling" - Phil. 3:14 


There is coming a day when His kingdom will come on earth. And His will shall be 
done in earth as it is done in heaven. We are praying towards that. But, before 
that day can come. He must receive a people into the heavens. And that is what 
we saw last night. God is calling us up the mount. When we are born again we 
come to the foot of the mount. All of Israel came to the foot of the Mt. Sinai. But 
only one man went up the mount to the summit of the mount to communicate 


with God. He was Moses. Moses is a picture of the overcomer, or the ones who 
will reach the top. 


It is one thing to have eternal life which is a gift. It is something else to reach the 
top of the mount which is not a gift - it is the prize. And our thoughts last night 
were on the high calling. Paul says, 

"I press towards the mark for the prize of" what calling? The high calling. [Phil. 
3:14] 

And the minute you talk about the high calling, the thought God wants to give 
us is the call to come up higher. 

So many of God's people only want to dwell at the foot of the mount. But today 
God is calling us to climb the mount and get to the top. Climbing a mountain is 
not an easy thing. There are dangers. There are rough places. But God wants us 
to be climbers. Overcomers are those who overcome the obstacles that are in 
the way of reaching the top of the mount. We do not climb the mount in one 
day. 

But God wants to give us the energy of the Holy Spirit to walk and to run and 
then to climb up - to ascend. So, we were studying about coming to the foot 
and coming to the top of the mountain. We saw Moses at the top and how 
he came down, then went up again. Then he came down again. Several times 
in his life he did those things. I believe that there is more than history there 
for us. There is prophecy there for us. And, as you study about mountains in 
the Bible - that in itself is a fascinating subject - they are telling us about this 
high calling in God. 


A General Call and a Specific Call 

I did not pursue the thoughts I gave you last night about the mother hen and her 
chicks. The mother hen gives her general call for her chicks. And then she gives 
them a specific call for feeding. And then there is a brooding call. And then there 
is a crying call in the event of a danger besetting her young ones. And that is the 
way God is dealing with us. He gives a general call. And when we yield to that call. 


then He gives us a specific call. You see there is the call, "Come unto Me all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest." (Matt. 14:28) After we 
hear that first call then He says, "Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me." 
(Matt. 14:29) That is the second call. Many respond to the first "Come...". Very 
few to the second part. There is rest given in the first call and there is rest found 
in the second call. 

The first "come" is a general call. But, when we yield to the general call. He 
gives us the specifics. Now He says, "I want to train you. You have to learn My 
ways. Come and learn of Me." 

For many years I read that scripture, yet I never knew what the Lord was saying. I 
always used the entire Scripture there in Matthew 11 as a salvation scripture. But 
the first part is speaking of the rest of sins forgiven and eternal life, but the 
second half is speaking of learning His ways. 

We don't learn God's ways in one day, just as we do not climb a mountain in one 
day - especially a high mountain. But He will give us the grace and the strength 
to reach the top if we will submit to Him to learn His ways. 

The great thing about Moses was: The Bible says He made known His ways unto 
Moses, His acts unto the children of Israel. Israel wanted to see His acts, but they 
did not want to learn His ways. We only want to see God doing a lot of things for 
us. And I am not saying He does not do miracles. He still works miracles. But are 
we willing to learn His ways? For us to learn His ways we have to take the yoke. 
We have to submit to Him. Say, "Lord, I don't want to go my way, I want to go 
Your way." You and I have to decide that. 


Jesus Takes Three Disciples Out of Twelve into a High Mountain Apart 

Alright, I have said all of those things to prepare you for your homework. And 
just before we closed last night, I asked you to turn to Matthew 17 and to read 
verses 1 to 21. "And after six days, Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his 
brother and bringeth them up into a high mountain apart. And was transfigured 
before them. And His face did shine as the sun and His raiment was as white as 



the light/' I will not take the time to read the entire narrative, but this chapter is 
dealing with the transfiguration of Jesus Christ. Jesus would suddenly be 
transformed before His disciples. Before they could see the marvelous spectacle. 
He had to take them up into a high mountain. 

My question to you was, "Why Jesus did not take all the disciples up the mount? 
Why did He only take three out of the twelve? He left the remaining nine and 
others of His followers at the foot of the mount, but only three were taken up the 
mount. Have you considered that? Last night? Why did He do that? What is the 
lesson to be learned? And what the three saw, the others did not see. 

Now. While I am on that, I would like to give you another scripture. It says, "One 
shall be taken and the other left." All that I had heard was that the believer is 
taken, and the unbeliever left. But, if you read the context, he is not talking about 
believers and unbelievers, he is talking about His own people - His own children. 
And, to show you how the Bible explains itself, right here we see who are taken 
and who are left! Right? 

Now. Were the ones left at the foot of the mount unbelievers? We know there 
were unbelievers at the foot of the mount, too, but primarily with regard to the 
Lord and His disciples, did the Lord take some and leave a few? Did he take some 
and leave some? And just a small group was taken up the mount! Is that right? 


One out of Four Endured with God 


Now, three out of twelve is what fraction? A quarter. Right? One out of four. 
There was a lady by the name of Naomi, who had a husband by the name of 
Abimelech, who left the land of Bethlehem to go to Moab because of famine. This 
pair had two sons, Mahlon and Chilion. They went to Moab to escape famine in 
Bethlehem. But, while they spent the time in Moab, this woman lost her husband 
and her two sons. And, the time spent in Moab was ten years. At the end of ten 
years, she decided to head back for Bethlehem because she heard that the 
famine was over. Out of the four, how many came back to Bethlehem? One. One 
out of four. Three perished in a strange land. 


The original Priesthood with the High Priest Aaron - we would put him in that 
category. He was a priest by himself. But he had four sons. [Ex. 28:1] Two of them 
perished by offering strange fire unto God. [Num. 3:4] Two more remained. 
Eleazar and Ithamar. And, by the time you get to studying the priesthood, you will 
find that only one of the sons received the blessing. So really one out of four 
proved faithful to God. 

God is after a faithful people in this day. 

Naomi was like the Prodigal Daughter. She wandered away from her home. She 
went into the strange land. But she came back. She repented. 

We too have wandered away. We too need to come back to Father's house, so 
we can be restored into fellowship with Him. 


One Shall Be Taken, the Other Left 

But, back to these three men. Who took them up the mount? Did they go there 
by themselves or did the Lord take them? It was the Lord who took them. Now 
that word "take" is very interesting. When it says, "One shall be taken and the 
other left," the word "take" means to receive unto oneself, to assume an office, 
to receive near. [Ed., paralambano, Strong's #3880] 

"One shall be taken; one shall be left." One shall be taken. [That is,] One shall be 
received near and assume an office. It is the same word that is translated, in the 
Septuagint, which is the Greek version of the Old Testament, in Genesis 5 with 
reference to Enoch, "Enoch walked with God and was not for God took him." 
[Gen. 5:24] "God" - did what? - "God took him." That is a strange way to word a 
sentence. But it says God took him it means God received Enoch unto Himself. 

It is the same word that is used of Jesus in that beautiful chapter John 14. [John 
14:3] "Let not your heart be troubled. Neither let it be afraid. In my Father's 
house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you. And, if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and receive you unto myself." That is the same Greek word "take". "That where I 
am there may you be also." He did not say, "That where you are I will come." He 


promised [of course] to be with us. But in the context of that scripture He was 
saying, "that where I am" - where is He? In the heavens. On the top of the 
mount, "there you may be also." 


Conditional Promises 


But please note. He wasn't just talking to everybody. That was only spoken to His 
disciples - His intimate followers. You see, so often we take these scriptures and 
say, "That applies to everybody!" If we meet the conditions, sure. But, sometimes 
we take all scriptures and say, "That is for me!" There are some that have conditions 
- "ifs and buts". Do we look at those things? No, many just forget all those 
conditions and say, "That is for me." "If you abide in Me and My words abide in you, 
then (you shall ask what you will, and it shall be done unto you)." [Jn. 15:7] But, if 
you continue in sin, do you think He is going to answer your prayer? 

"If so be that we suffer with Him that we shall be glorified together with Him." 

[Rom. 8:17] Some want the glory [but] they do not want to bear any hardship for 
the Lord. My friends, we need to be very careful when we look at the promises. I 
am not saying we should not stand on them and appropriate them. But let us ask 
God for grace to meet up to those conditions if there are conditions to be met. So, 
this word "take" is a very interesting word. 

Now, while we are on this subject, let us go to Luke's gospel and see how Luke 
mentions the same account. The three synoptic gospels Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke, speak of the Transfiguration. Let us go to Luke 9:28, "It came to pass, 
about eight days after these sayings. He took Peter, John, and James..." Notice 
what He did. He took Peter and John and James and went up into a mountain to 
pray. 

Let's go on to Mark a moment and let's see what Mark tells us. Mark 9:2, "And 
after six days, Jesus taketh with Him Peter, James, and John and leadeth them up 
into a high mountain apart by themselves and He was transfigured before 
them." 


Enoch was Taken Before the Flood - Noah had to Go Through the Flood 



Now, the word "take" is found in all three instances. "One shall be taken and the 
other left." If you really want to know what that is saying, it is exactly as given in 
the episode of the Transfiguration. There are some Christians who will go up the 
mount in this end-time. And, there are other Christians who will be left at the foot 
of the mount. But the ones who are taken up the mount, will have to come down 
that mount to help those at the foot of the mount. And, so, the way I understand 
that is: In this end-time, some of God's people will be translated ahead of others 
like Enoch who was taken before the flood. But, then, Noah had to go through the 
flood. 

By the way, Enoch had a son by the name of Methuselah. His name paraphrased 
means, "It will come when he dies." Another meaning of his name is "the man of 
the javelin" - "a man who was killed in the handling of the javelin (a light spear)." 
But Methuselah was left, and Enoch was taken. Do you think Methuselah was a 
godless man? No! I believe he was godly. But he was left on the earth as a sign. 
And, I would tell you this, the day Methuselah died was the day the flood came. 
Now isn't that amazing! But his father didn't go through the flood. He was taken 
out of the flood. 

Methuselah died! That is a picture of many Christians who will be martyrs in 
these times. But there was one who did not die when the flood came. And his 
name was Noah. And Noah and his wife, his three sons and three daughters-in- 
law were placed in the ark. And when the flood waters came for forty days and 
forty nights, they were not harmed, they were preserved. And that is a picture in 
type and shadow of our time. There is a company of people - God alone knows 
who they are. They will be taken before Great Tribulation. 

There are others who will go through it and come out of it. Some [of them] will 
die. Others will be preserved, but when the Great Tribulation is over, this age will 
come to an end with Jesus gathering the second group of saints, at the close of 
the Tribulation, and returning to earth with them - both the first group and the 
second group - as the King of kings and the Lord of lords. 


The Future Government 



But the Lord cannot return to earth until He can secure a people to dwell with 
Him in the heavens, because in the age that is coming, this earth is going to be 
governed by the saints and the Lord Jesus Christ from the heavens! The Holy 
City will become the headquarters for the heavenly kingdom. Jerusalem will 
become the headquarters for the earthly kingdom. And there will be constant 
communication between the holy and heavenly Jerusalem and the earthly 
Jerusalem. And, just as Jacob's ladder spanned earth and heaven, and there 
was constant movement between heaven and earth, so the same will apply 
again when the kingdom of God is set up! Hallelujah! 

Now, God's purpose for us is to get ready to reach the top. But, the sad thing is, 
not all Christians will reach the top. There are some who will have to remain on 
the earth for a while until they can learn their lessons. Now, some get offended 
when they hear that. But that is the difference between coming to the foot of the 
mount and reaching the summit of the mount. 

You see, my friends, many have been lulled to sleep by thinking [that] once you 
are born again, that is all you need - when Jesus comes again then you are going 
to go. Well, if that is so then why didn't the Lord translate everybody since Adam 
down to the Flood? How many made it? Just one man was taken ahead of time 
and eight souls survived the Flood. 

Did He not speak about "the days of Noah?" And did He not speak about "the 
days of Lot?" That is why we must read those dramas of truth in the word of God 
and study them, [praying] "Lord, what are you trying to say to me and to Your 
people about the things that happened in those days." There are spiritual truths 
behind these historical episodes. 


What About These Three Men? (Peter. James, and John) 

Well, back to our story again. Why these three? [Peter, James, and John]. We 
have the martyr - James. We have the confessor - Peter. And we have the lover 
- John. How many of us confess the Lord? Not only with our lips, but by our life? 
How many of us love the Lord, like John did? How many of us are martyrs in the 
sense that we are willing to die to self everyday? See what I am trying to tell 


you? These three men are important men. They are found with Jesus Christ in 
three places in the Bible. Where others do not go, they go. 


That is why I am trying to stir your hearts up. [It is] to show you that God wants 
us to excel. God has a purpose for our life. And His purpose is not that we should 
be just born again. Thank God for that! His purpose is to bring us into His image 
and to cause us to come up to the top of the mount (to dwell in His very 
presence)! 

Peter, James, and John went into the house of Jairus with the Lord. Remember? 
He put everybody outside except the parents and these three followed Him into 
that house where there was death. The same three followed Him into the garden 
of Gethsemane. And these three followed Him up the mount. What is the 
meaning behind those things? Gethsemane was the oil-press. That is the place 
where the olive berries were crushed. If you follow the Lord Jesus and you keep 
following Him, you will encounter many crushing blows. But it is necessary for us 
to be crushed. It is necessary for us to have a broken heart. It is necessary for us 
to learn to pray, "Not my will, but Thine be done." Gethsemane is where we are 
willing for God to break us and melt us and mold us. 

The house of Jairus' daughter - or, the home of Jairus where his dead daughter 
was lying on a bed - speaks of "death". And, we too have to die out to our ways, 
our selfish ways, our selfish thoughts. If we are willing to follow Him through 
Gethsemane and the House of Jairus, then He will take us up the mount. 

You see, there must be a preparation before we can go up the mount. We are not 
fully prepared when we are born again. When we are born again, we are now 
ready to learn. We are like a child and we have to be trained and we have to grow 
up. But, when we are properly trained and have matured, then we are qualified 
to go to the top. Once we are born again we never lose that. Its inheritance in the 
family of God. We will never be disowned by God. 

But where did man lose eternal life? Did he lose eternal life in heaven? Or, did he 
lose eternal life on the earth? Therefore, when man gets back eternal life, what 
does that fit him for? To live in heaven or to live on earth? Hmm? 



Do you know what we have been taught? "Believe in Jesus Christ and you will go 
to heaven." Sure, if you die you will go to Paradise. But, to rule and reign with 
Jesus Christ is a different thing. See? That is what I am trying to show you. 

"Eternal life" only means we are ready now to live on this earth without having to 
die. But, eternal life is a gift. The crown of life is a prize! Remember that? And, to 
illustrate that I was showing you that the mountain typifies the earthly and the 
heavenly. The foot of the mount is the earthly [realm] and the top of the mount is 
the heavenly [realm]. 

Now, back to these three men. They followed the Lord. They were entrusted 
with some secrets. One of them died. Not too long after the church was birthed. 
His name was James. His name means "the Replacer." Peter means "a little 
stone." 

And "John" means "the grace of God." Every name in the Bible has a meaning. 
God's truths are hidden in geography, in names, in numbers, in colors, in the 
Tabernacle (as we have been studying in the morning). 

So, when you begin to show folks about these things they say, "Well, don't you 
think you are trying to spiritualize too much? No, my friends. Accept it literally. 
But, also be open for the spiritual depths of meaning. It is my conviction that the 
Word of God has at least seven depths of meaning. Isn't the Word of God 
compared to light? Right? "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my 
path." Pure light, when reflected through a prism can be broken up into seven 
basic colors. Like the rainbow. So, when the word of God is fully broken down and 
explained to us, it can yield at least seven depths of meaning. I am not going to 
confine God to seven. I am sure He could give us more! But, I am going to say just 
this, that we can find several depths of meaning - at least seven. 



So, behind these three men, I am sure, a lot of truth can be unveiled. Two of them 
were brothers. Right? James and John. One was the chief spokesman for the 
Twelve. He was Peter. Have you considered the end of these three men? One of 
them died for the faith. The other, as he came to the end of his life was bound 
and was led where he did not want to go. But, he proved faithful to God, even as 
James proved faithful to God. One was killed by Herod. That is James. The other, 
that is Peter, no doubt died as a martyr and he was bound as he went to his 
death. 

But, the last man is found on an island. And, he is cut off from everybody else. An 
island is not part of a continent. And, an island is not part of the sea. That which 
is of the earth speaks of that which is organized. It speaks of man's system. That 
which is of the sea speaks of restlessness. "The wicked are like the troubled sea 
whose waters cast up mire and dirt. 'There is no peace,' saith my God, 'to the 
wicked." John is not of the earth, neither is he of the sea. But, he is on an island! 
How amazing! What is he portraying? He is telling us that, in these end-times, 

God is wanting us not to be of the world or the systems of man, but He wants us 
to be kept clean and separated unto Him. Although John was on an island, did 
you know [that] heaven was opened unto him? Amen? It is those who are willing 
to get separated unto God and from the defiling influences of man who are going 
to see the things of God in this day. The very word "holy" means separated unto 
God. 

So, a wealth of truth is hidden in these three men! These are the only three 
that the Lord gave a new name to. What did he call James and John? 

"Boanerges", meaning Sons of Thunder. They must have been powerful 
preachers. One was willing to become a martyr. The other one gave us the 
Gospel of John and the epistles of John and the Book of Revelation. 

He called Peter. He said, "You are Simon bar Jonah. But I say unto you, you are 
Peter." He was Simon bar Jonah but then he was called "Peter". Another Gospel 
calls him "Cephas." 

Peter, James, and John. They went up the mount. The Lord took them up the 
mount. I believe they are a picture of the kind of saints God is after. Those who 
have the martyr spirit. They are willing to lay down their lives for the brethren. 



Maybe we are not all called upon to become literal martyrs, but we can learn to 
lay down our lives for others and die to self. 


And, He wants us to confess Him like Peter - with our lips and with our life. 

And He wants us to love Him like John - with all our hearts, all our strength, all 
our soul, all our mind. John is the disciple of love. Do you remember how the 
Bible tells us that he leaned on the bosom of Jesus? In other words, he knew 
some secrets that the others did not know. He was close to the Lord. How many 
of us want to be that close to the Lord? He was so close to the Lord that when 
the Lord was dying on the Cross he gave John a commission to take care of His 
mother Mary. 


Going Up the Mount and Coming Down the Mount 

So, He took them up the mount. Alright. I am not going to speak on the 
Transfiguration. That is a subject in itself. I just wanted to show you how that only 
three out of twelve went up the mount. But, if you will look into the narrative, 
you will find that, after the transfiguration of Jesus on the mount, they came 
down the mount. Matthew tells us, "When they were come to the multitude..." 

(in verse 14). But, let's go to Luke and see what Luke says in Luke 9:37. "And it 
came to pass, on the next day, when they were come down from the hill, many 
people met Him." You see, there was a going up and, then, there was a coming 
down. Praise the Lord? 

Now, I am tempted to go into the Transfiguration, but I will refrain until another 
time (if the Lord so sees fit.) 

What is going to happen in this end-time? The Lord is going to get a small portion 
of saints and take them up the mount and, after they have met the Lord and they 
have been transfigured like Jesus was, then the Lord and His saints will come 
down to earth to help many more who will face demonic power such as has never 
been on this earth. [This will be] because God will allow Satan to marshal his 
forces during this time. And, ones at the bottom of the mount could not cope 
with a demon-possessed man. That is a picture of the powerlessness of the 


church today to deal with the problems of the world and with all the demonic 
oppression and possession of souls. But, hallelujah! Jesus did not have to go 
through the motions. He only spoke and that demon-possessed boy was set free. 
That is a picture of how God is going to help His church to begin to wield power 
and authority during those days because He is going to pour out of His greater 
anointing of the Spirit. He is going to send a second Pentecost. We have only had 
the former rain, but He is going to send "the former and the latter rain"! 
Hallelujah! And, the demonic forces are going to be booted out! 

Now, that is just a preview of what is yet to come! We are approaching these 
days. What wonderful days to live in. 

And, before we can cast out devils from others, we have got to deal with the 
demonic forces that will come against us. We have got to learn to resist Satan as 
he comes against us too. The enemy comes to trip us up. And we have got to tell 
the Enemy he is a liar. We have got to take our stand against the enemy. Every 
day we should bind his forces of darkness. Every day we should plead the blood of 
the Lamb over our lives! Every day God wants us to walk in victory over the 
Enemy. Then we can help others who may be bound or oppressed! We are in a 
battle all the time! The Christian is in a battle all the time. He cannot afford to 
take a vacation from prayer and walking with God. When David stopped fighting, 
he got into trouble. 

So, with us. "Fight the good fight of faith. Lay hold of eternal life unto which you 
are called." 


Revelation 14:1-5 - A Mature People Stand at the Summit of Zion 
Alright. Shall we go back to Revelation 14? Verse 1. 

Rev. 14:1. John is describing a scene in the heavens. "And I looked, and, lo! a 
lamb stood" - where? - "on the mount Zion. And, with Him, one hundred and 
forty-four thousand having His Father's name written in their foreheads." 
Where were these 144,000? At the foot of the mount or on the summit of 
the mount? On the summit. Right? 


Now, here is a big question. Is that a literal number or is it a symbolic number? 
That is a hard question. I believe it is like when the Lord fed the multitudes - it 
says He fed five thousand but there were more than five thousand. There were 
women and children, but only the men were counted. When He fed the second 
group, it says "four thousand." Right? 

But, there were women and children who were not counted with the men. 

But, why were not the women and the children counted? Because that which is 
of a woman or a child speaks of immaturity. And, that is not doing away with you 
sisters. You are important to the Lord. But, God's goal is not for us to be a babe 
or a female, though it is not wrong to be a babe or a female. God's goal for us is 
to be a man! Let me illustrate what I am trying to tell you. What is the purpose 
of God for the church? "He gave apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, 
teachers for the edifying of the body of Christ until we all come into the unity of 
the faith unto a perfect man! Unto a perfect man! [Eph. 4:11-13] Well, who is 
the man? Jesus Christ. But Jesus Christ and His church joined together is likened 
unto a perfect, or a mature, man. In Himself, Jesus is the perfect man. But, with 
reference to His body. He is the head and we are the members. Right? And so, 
when we come into spiritual maturity, then corporately speaking, we are to be a 
"perfect man." What is of a "man" speaks of "manhood" or "maturity"! 

Now, there is a law in the Old Testament that says: any animal that gave birth to 
the firstborn, that firstborn was to be offered wholly unto God as a sacrifice. 
Maybe you may not be aware of that. May I share that with you turn to Exodus 
13. We will come back to Revelation 14. You see I am taking you all over the 
Bible. Exodus 13:11-13, "It shall be when the LORD shall bring thee into the land 
which land of the Canaanites, as He swore unto thee and to thy fathers and shall 
give it thee, that thou shalt set apart unto the Lord all that open the matrix and 
every firstling that cometh from a beast which thou hast," - watch this - the 
females shall be the Lord's? Is that what it says? What does it say right there? 
"The males shall be the Lord's." [Ex. 13:13] Now why is that? Is God prejudiced 
against females? No. But it was the males that were offered. Among those who 
were humans, the firstborn could be a female. But it wasn't the female that was 
set apart for the firstborn, it was the male. 



What happened in Egypt? It was the firstborn males that were killed. It was the 
firstborn males among the Israelites that were spared. "The males shall be the 
lord's." God is telling us a lot in just that one sentence. 

That which is of the male speaks of that which is spiritual. That which is of the 
female speaks of that which is of the soul realm. That which is of a little child 
speaks of that which is of immature development. So, God's goal is for us to 
become a male. Even though you are a female. He wants you to be a male! Can 
you understand that? Well, let me try to make it a little more simple. 

We read in Revelation 12 of a woman who gives birth to a male son. The Greek 
word [for] "man-child" is a male son - a male mature son. You see, there are 
two words for "son." They are teknon and huios. Teknon is the little one. But the 
huios is the one that is come of age! And, he is ready to inherit his father's 
wealth or property or inheritance. Well, that is God's goal, for us to become 
mature. Now, we may be females in the natural, but that does not stop us from 
aspiring to become a "male" - or to become mature in the Lord. To become a 
male means to be mature in the Lord. 

Now, let us see if this is a mature people. Can we check this out? Revelation 14.1 
want to show you a sentence here that might jar you, but it is there 
nevertheless, awaiting discovery. Rev. 14:4, "These are they who are not defiled 
with women." If they are not defiled with women, then - what is the inference? 

If they are not defiled with women, then they had to be males." That they were 
"not defiled with women" is a clear indication that they were not females, they 
were males. 

Now, for there to be an adulterous union, the male and female must come 
together illegally. "They were not defiled with women," it says, "for they are 
virgins." Now, some people read that and say, "Well, these people were never 
married. They were celibates." No, because the Bible says, "marriage is honorable 
and the bed undefiled." [Heb. 13:4] So, this does not mean that these are people 
who were not literally married. These are people who were virgins. Now, did not 
the Bible speak of the "wise virgins" and the "foolish virgins"? Right? [Matt. 25:1- 
13] Well, these are the five wise virgins, if you please, who go meet the 
bridegroom at the midnight hour! You see, what Jesus was saying in that parable. 



it was the same thing Jesus was saying in that parable is the same thing that is 
being said here. God gives us more than one proof, so we can be established in 
the truth. 


But, you say, "How can you reconcile that when it says that there are 144 
thousand?" They were not defiled with women, they were virgins. Now, you say, 
"Are those really all males?" I believe this company includes females too. But, in 
number count, it may be that 144,000 may include, not only men, but those who 
have wives and children. Maybe in that company will be people who, let us say, 
there are many men in that number - they have walked with God like Noah and 
some of the saints of old. They have pleased God. But, when the time comes for 
the Lord to call them up the mount, not only they will go, their wives and children 
will go. So, it is possible there will be more in number count than 144,000. But the 
144,000 is a basic number just like "5,000" and "4,000" in the feeding of the two 
categories of people. Alright? 


The Mount of Transfiguration Pattern [Mark 9:2] 


But I would like to go back to the Transfiguration. You do not have to turn. I just 
want to show you something very interesting. After how many days did Jesus 
take Peter, James, and John up the mount? Six days. How long is "a day with the 
Lord"? One thousand years. How many hours in a day? 

Twenty-four. 

Multiply 24 X 6 X 1000. The total is 144,000. 

[So,] "After six days," [implies a sum of 144 hours, which, when multiplied by 1000 
years for each hour would be 144,000]. 

How many are with the Lamb on Mt. Zion? One hundred and forty-four thousand. 

And, after six days, Jesus took Peter, James, and John up the mountain. So, Peter, 
James, and John typify the 144,000 who go up the mount, while others are left at 
the foot of the mount. Do I hear an "Amen!" 



Build According to the Pattern 


Isn't it amazing how God works? Well, if you cannot say "Amen", I forgive you. 
[Some happy laughing in the audience.] No hard feelings. You see, friends, I don't 
have an axe to grind. I am not in any way trying to be argumentative. If some of 
God's people don't see this, I don't see the need to argue. But, if we love truth, 
we are going to weigh what we hear. Right? If you don't see this, pray over it and 
search it out. 

All I am trying to show you is that God works according to a pattern. How many of 
you sisters do some sewing? How many of you get a pattern before you sew? 
Right? How many of you instead of going by the pattern do your own thing? And, 
do you know what happens when you miss the pattern? You will end up in 
trouble. And that is exactly what has happened to us! We think we know a lot of 
things because we have heard it preached so and taught so, but is it in line with 
the pattern God has given us in His word? That is the big question! 

You see, we were studying the Tabernacle for the past two days. And, when 
Moses was to build the Tabernacle, God says to him - on more than one 
occasion - "Build it according to the pattern I have shown you in the mount." 

[Ex. 26:30]. If it were not necessary, why would God have told him? When 
Noah was to build the Ark, could he build it anyhow? He had to have it built so 
many cubits long, so many cubits wide, so many cubits high. Right? When 
Solomon's Temple was to be built, the same pattern had to be adhered to. 

Same thing (in the word of God). 

One more illustration: When God made Moses receive the revelation of the 
garments for the High Priest, the garments had to be made according to the 
pattern. Now, when the next man succeeded Aaron to be the High Priest, and 
another one succeeded the one who succeeded Aaron, what happened to those 
garments? Did they have to make fresh garments? Did they have to measure the 
High Priest to say, "Well, you are not so tall, so we have got to examine you and 
measure you up and give you some new garments"? I was so amazed one day to 
find out that when Aaron was about to die, God said to Moses, "Bring him up the 
mount, strip him of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son." 



[Num. 20:26-27] And that is what had to happen to all the succeeding High 
Priests. The garments that were given to the first High Priest were the garments 
that had to be worn by all the other succeeding High Priests! And, what that is 
telling us is that what God has given us in Christ must be passed down and 
worn by His church! 

And, when we try to take the truths of God and cut them here to suit us 
rather than line up with His truth, then you know what happens - confusion 
and chaos ensue! 

So, my friends, I am just showing you that God has a lot to teach us if we are willing 
to learn. 


Jerusalem Contrasted to Zion [Heb. 12:22] 

This company of 144,000 is on the mount Zion. Mount Zion was part of 
Jerusalem. But, Jerusalem was not Zion. 

Zion was part of Jerusalem, but Jerusalem was not Zion. 

Zion was where David built his throne. Jerusalem was where the Temple 
was built. Zion was the highest mountain. Zion is connected with the 
throne - rulership. 

Now, the whole church is Jerusalem. But Zion are the overcomers in the 
church! 

May I say that again. The whole of Jerusalem includes Zion, but Zion is the 
highest mountain in Jerusalem. And it speaks of leadership and rulership. 

Zion and Jerusalem are seen over and over again in the Bible. It is a fascinating 
study. Now, many times God says He will do certain things out of Zion and He 
will do certain things out of Jerusalem. 


We could say Zion is the top of the mount. Jerusalem is the foot of the mount 
(if we want to make a comparison.) Zion is on a higher altitude. 


Yet, in another sense, Zion and Jerusalem speak of the heavenly realm, because, 
not only does the Bible speak of the heavenly Zion [Heb. 12.22], it speaks of the 
heavenly Jerusalem. [Heb. 12.22] 


Who is "Zion"? [Gal. 4.26] [Rev. 3.12, 21.2, 21.10] 

Now, here is something you can ponder. You hear of a Jerusalem from above 
which is free. Right? [Gal. 4.26] You hear of a "new Jerusalem" [Rev. 3.12, 21.2, 
21.10] but you never read of a "new Zion" (in the word of God.) 

Jerusalem is always in captivity - sometimes. And, we read of the new Jerusalem, 
but you do not read of a "new Zion." 

And, what does that mean? "Zion" speaks of those who are always faithful to 
God. They are the ones that are never fickle and high today and low tomorrow. 
Well, we all have problems, but "Zion" is speaking of the normal ones. They are 
reaching towards the goal. They are qualified for rulership. The word "Zion" 
means "light"! They are always walking in the light! And, whenever they get 
fouled up, they are willing for the light to show them up. It does not mean we 
cannot make mistakes. It does not mean we do not even sin - though we don't 
have to. But, we are willing to repent. We are willing to confess. We are willing to 
let the Lord deal with that sin right away so there is no barrier between us and 
him. We are willing to have a daily cleansing, a daily washing, a daily purging. 
Hallelujah! 


144,000 on Mt. Zion - Peter, James, and John [Rev. 14 and Matt. 17:2] 

So, those on Zion are like Peter, James, and John who are taken up the mount! 
And they are called, "the firstfruits unto God and the Lamb!" The firstfruits of 
anything can never be the entire harvest. Right? It is just a small portion. Well, 


Peter, James, and John were not all the disciples, but they were a small portion 
(out of the rest). Right? 


You see how God is working out this program. 

By the way, on that mount [of Transfiguration] were two men from the Old 
Testament era. Moses and Elijah. Just before I tell you something else. [Lots of 
happy laughing here and elsewhere.] Were Peter, James, and John dead or 
living when they went up the mount? Living. Therefore the 144,000 will be a 
living company on the earth in this end-time! 

I am just showing you how God is working. Every detail is in place. But, on the 
summit of that mount, were two men from the Old Testament era. Right? From 
the Law. One was the Law giver, the other was the Law restorer and, together, 
they spoke with the Law maker and the Law fulfiller. 

Moses was the Lawgiver. In the time of Elijah, the people departed from God's 
way, so they came back to God when the fire came from heaven and the false 
prophets were challenged (and they could not bring fire. God sent fire through 
Elijah's prayer) and so the Law was restored. 


Law Fulfilled - Seeing Jesus Only - The New Law 

Moses is the Law. And, Elijah represents the Prophets. And, what did Jesus say 
about His ministry? "I came not to destroy the Law and the Prophets but to 
fulfill." And, within a short time these two men who spoke to the Lord about His 
death vanished. They disappeared, and the disciples saw no one else but Jesus! In 
other words, we are not under Moses' Law anymore, we are under a different 
Law. It does not mean we are lawless. We are under the Law of love - the Law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus! Oh! God does not tell us we are free to go and do 
what we want. We are free. Yes. But that does not give us license to go and do 
what we want. You try and go do something wrong and you will see there is a 
restrainer inside of you that is telling you, "That is not the way." Now you do not 
go by outward commandments. He is going to write His laws in your hearts and in 
your minds. 


Moses and Elijah Represent What? 


But, who are Moses and Elijah? Moses represents the ones who died and will be 
resurrected to dwell in the heavens in the first resurrection. Those who are in the 
first resurrection will meet the Lord. Elijah represents those who have survived 
the Great Tribulation and have not died, whereas Peter, James, and John 
represent the firstfruits unto God. Hallelujah! Glory to God! 

Peter, James, and John are the firstfruits. Moses are the dead in Christ. And, 
Elijah are the surviving tribulation saints. And these are the ones who will make 
up the heavenly kingdom cabinet. 

Now, all of that is there, but it takes the other scriptures to explain those things. 

Now, my big question to you tonight is: where do we settle? At the foot of the 
mount or do we want to get up the mount? "I am pressing on the upward way!" 

How many of you want to spend until midnight tonight [hearing this 
message]? Glory to God. No, I would not do that to you. 

"I am pressing on the upward way. New heights I am gaining every day." Beloved, 
it is one thing to come unto Zion. It is another thing to come up the summit of 
Zion. 

It is one thing to come to the foot of Sinai. It is another thing to come up to the 
top of Sinai. Let us go back to Exodus a moment. I want to show you a scripture 
here that will bless you. We looked at the 19th chapter, last night, when God 
called Moses up the mount. Right? 


Exodus 24, Seventy Elders and the MarriaRe Supper of the Lamb [Rev. 19:9] 

I would like to show you another type and shadow. Go to Exodus 24. In Ex. 19, He 
calls Moses alone up the mount. Now we are going to Moses alone is not the only 
one. Moses is the first one, but he is not the only one. So, we are going to see 
that Moses is not the only one to go up the mount. Yes, it is true He leaves the 




others and He goes up the mount. But now God is going to call some other men 
to go up the mount. Okay? So, I am going to read Ex. 24:1. "And He said unto 
Moses, 'Come up unto the LORD, thou and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu and seventy 
of the elders of Israel and worship ye afar off. And Moses alone shall come near 
the Lord. But they shall not come nigh. Neither shall the people come up with 
him." Alright? Let us get onto Ex. 24:9. "Then went up Moses and Aaron, Nadab, 
and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel. And they saw the God of Israel. 
And, there was under His feet, as it were, a pavement of a sapphire stone, and as 
it were the body of heaven in its clearness. And upon the nobles of the children 
of Israel He laid not His hand. Also, they saw God and did eat and drink!" 

That is the marriage supper of the Lamb! Hallelujah! Glory to God! Moses goes 
first, but then he has to come down the mount and get these elders ready, so 
they can go up the mount. By the way, did any juniors go up the mount? Seventy 
elders! [That is] 7 x 10. "Seven" is the number of the church! "Ten" is the 
Gentiles. The church from the Gentiles must become "an elder" - must come of 
age! Then you are ready to go up! All of that is in the Word of God. 

That is why in the Bible it is stressed more than once: that you may grow up, 
"grow in grace and the knowledge of God", come to the full stature of Christ! 
"When I was a child, I spoke as a child. When I became a man, I put away 
childish things!" It is the man-child that is caught up to the throne! That is a 
male, mature son! One "of age"! 

Do we want to be babes all our lives? Or, do we want to grow up into the full 
stature of Christ? We have to decide that tonight. 


Comparing Mt. Sinai to Mt. of Transfiguration Patterns - Ex. 24:15 

Now, let us go down in that same chapter. Exodus 24:15, "And Moses went up 
into the mount and a cloud covered the mount. And the glory of the LORD 
abode upon Mount Sinai. And, the cloud covered it" - how many days? - Six 
days. "And the seventh day. He called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 
And the sight of the glory of the LORD was like devouring fire on the top of the 
mount." You notice the expression "top of the mount"? Right? See that "top of 




the mount"? "...in the eyes of the children of Israel. And Moses went into the 
midst of the cloud and gat him up into the mount. And Moses was in the mount 
forty days and forty nights!" 

Now, isn't that a beautiful picture of God calling us as six days come to an end 
[and] the seventh day is at hand? Jesus takes Peter, James, and John up the 
mount after how many days? Six days. Hallelujah! Six thousand years have come 
since the fall of Adam. God is getting a people who, like Moses, will learn His ways 
to ascend the mount! 

How will we reach this mount? By His grace. By His Spirit. And, I would like 
to read Psalm 15. The question is asked, "Lord, who is going to dwell on the 
mount?" 

Verse 1, "Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? Who shall dwell in or on thy 
holy hill?" Who will come up the holy mount? He that walks uprightly..." What 
happened to Enoch? He walked with God. He pleased God. Right? "He that walks 
uprightly and worketh righteousness, speaks the truth in his heart. He backbites 
not with his tongue, or doeth evil to his neighbor, nor takes up a reproach against 
his neighbor, in whose eyes a vile person is condemned, but he honors them that 
fear the Lord. He swears to his own hurt and he changes not. He puts not out his 
money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth these 
things shall never be moved!" 

Who are with the Lamb on Mt. Zion? Those who are not defiled with women; in 
their mouth was found no guile. They follow the Lamb wherever He goes. They 
are without fault before the throne of God. 

Now, how do we measure up to that? Is God offering us any possible standard? 
No. But that is the normal standard. God alone can make this reality as the Holy 
Spirit works it out in us and we are willing to yield to the Holy Spirit. Then we will 
meet those qualifications. I trust that the Holy Spirit will show us these matters - 
show us these truths - that there must be a preparation to go up the mount. We 
must be willing for God to be Lord in our lives. 


"Who Will Dwell in Your Holy Hill?" 


"Who will dwell in Your holy hill?" He is concerned about our walk and our talk, 
our motives. He does not want us to get defiled. He wants us to be a Wise Virgin 
and not a Foolish Virgin. One can be a virgin, born again, but be foolish instead of 
wise. And, Paul says, "See that you walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise." 
That is the commentary on Matthew 25. 

In other words, we can choose to be foolish and waste time, but he says, 
"redeeming the time, for the days are evil." If you are going to be a Wise Virgin, 
you will be careful how you spend time - how you walk with God. Remember the 
woman that had ten pieces of silver [but] she lost the one? Right? Well, she could 
have said, "Well, I don't need the one." But, she lit a candle, swept the house until 
she searched diligently and found the lost one. We must get back to the holy one- 
tenth and begin to spend time with God [and] give Him at least one-tenth. And, if 
He makes the way for us to have more time, then try to increase that time. In 
these days, we will have to increasingly learn to spend more time with Him, so He 
can reveal Himself to us and give us that spiritual strength we need to face the 
pressures of this world system. May the Lord show us that if we aspire to the 
heights, it is going to cost us. But, let us say with Paul, "This one thing I do, 
forgetting the things that are behind, reaching forth to the things that are before, 

I press for the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." 

The "prize" is the rulership with Him and to share the throne with Him. The prize 
is to get on top of the mount not to be at the foot of the mount. 

And, may I quickly share this in closing. Because, I think I don't have the time to 
continue along this line tomorrow night. I will have to seek God's guidance for the 
meeting tomorrow - what I would share. I am not clear yet what I would share. 

But, while I am on the subject, I want to share that Jesus is the pattern for us. 
Jesus wore three crowns. On Calvary's cross. He wore a crown of thorns. In the 
Book of Revelation, He wears the Stephanos crown 

- and I went into that word which is the prize for running a race. But, then, later 
on He wears a diadema crown which is a monarch's crown. If you and I aspire to 
gain the prize, the first crown we will have to learn to wear is a crown of thorns. 
Now, that is the thing we don't want. But, if so be that we suffer with Him, we 



shall be glorified together with Him. Are you willing to be reproached? Counted a 
fanatic or a heretic (though you don't want to be that, but people get turned off if 
you try to help them)? Well, we are going to be persecuted and you know who 
might do it the most? Not those who don't know the Lord. Those who are our 
own brothers and sisters in Christ. Joseph got the worst persecution from his own 
brothers. Right? And, Jesus was persecuted by His own brethren in His family as 
well as Israel - His kinsmen after the flesh. 

And, the crown of thorns is hurtful. "Must Jesus bear the cross alone and all the 
world go free? No, there is a cross for everyone, and there is a cross for me." In 
other words, that will be part of our training to go up the mount. But, there is 
coming a day when He will give us beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. And, so, "Weeping may endure 
for a night, but joy cometh in the morning." 


Rev. 14:14 - Golden Kingly Crown (Diodemo) of the Son of Man 

After He suffered. He rose from the dead. He ascended on high. And, in 
Revelation 14:14, we see Jesus wearing a crown. Turn there a moment. Rev. 
14:14, "And I looked, and behold, a white cloud! And, on the white cloud, one sat 
like unto the Son of Man, having on His head a golden crown." That word for 
"crown" is Stephanos which is a victor's crown. Didn't Jesus gain the victory over 
Satan? He overcame here on earth! He broke the bonds of death! Amen? He is 
the Victor. Thanks be unto God who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen? And so, when we see Him in Rev. 14:14 - (two fourteens there) - 
what kind of crown is He wearing? A crown of gold! He has won the victory! And, 
the crown of thorns gives way to the crown of gold. And, do you know what is 
that crown of gold? Would you like to know the meaning of the crown of gold? It 
is right there in the book of Hebrews. The Bible says He is "crowned with glory 
and honor." Hallelujah! 


Glory to God! "Gold" speaks of the glory of God. Gold speaks of that which is 
spiritual. And, the Bible says we see Jesus crowned with glory and honor. That 
is how He looked when He was transfigured. 



But what happened to the head must come to the body. Right? So, He is 
showing us the pattern. As it happened to Him, so it will happen to us. And we 
will come into this glory after six days! Glory to God. And the Seventh Day is the 
Millennium, right? So, a new day is dawning, and God must have a people who 
will come up the mount. But first we must wear a crown of thorns. Then He will 
bring us into the crown of gold. 

And, then we see Jesus wearing something else, in Rev. 19:11. "And a saw heaven 
open and, behold, a white horse. And He that sat upon him was called Faithful and 
True. And in righteousness He doth judge and make war. [Rev. 19:12] His eyes 
were as a flame of fire. And, on His head were many crowns." 

And, the word for "crown" there is not Stephanos. It is diadema which means a 
kingly crown. The crown of a king. The crown of a monarch. But, here He has 
many crowns. Why many? Now, it did not mean that He had several crowns 
stacked on his head. But, it was a many-tiered crown. In other words, it was 
woven. Different little crowns were all woven together. In days of old, when a 
king conquered another king, he took the crown off the defeated king's head and 
put it on his [own] head. That is what David did - we read. But, when Jesus is 
seen here - 

You see, the Book of Revelation is written in symbols. You must understand the 
symbols. 

When it says [that] He has many crowns on His head, it is a many-tiered crown - a 
tiara, as it were - and it is studded with crowns, and it is telling us He has come to 
take over the kingdoms of this world. They [the kingdoms] are legally His, but the 
time is come when He is going to be the King of kings. Hallelujah! He is taking 
over for man! But He is not going to reign solo. He is going to have others who 
will not only wear a Stephanos crown. He will give them a diadema crown to rule 
and reign with Him. Hallelujah! 

Glory to God! 


Conclusion and Summary 



Oh, we all want to reign with Him - how many of us are willing to suffer with Him? 
We all want to come to the top of the mount, but are we willing to pay the price? 
God give us the grace! May God bless these words to our hearts tonight! May we 
have a vision of the Lord (and His call to us). He is telling us tonight, "My people, it 
is time for us to submit to Me, so your clothes can be washed, and you can come 
up the mount. That is My call to you. Come up higher! May God stir our hearts to 
draw closer to Him, to walk with Him, talk with Him. "And He walks with me and 
He talks with me and He tells me I am His own. And the joy we share as we tarry 
there, none other has ever known." 

The Martyr, the Confessor, the Lover. The Replacer. The Little Stone. The Grace of 
God. 

Three out of twelve [disciples] were privileged to see what the others did not! 

May God help us to follow in the footsteps of Jesus! And may these men 
who walked with Him and talked with Him, may their lives be an inspiration to 
us! Father, take these words and let your Holy Spirit make them real to us... as 
we consider your ways... as we hear You say, "My people, the hour is late, 
sanctify yourselves. Come up the mount." 

Lord, even this very night we thank you for bringing us up the mount in the Spirit, 
for taking us away from the earthly plane that we can sit in holy places tonight 
and feast on the heavenly manna. Oh, Lord, thank you for giving us a glimpse of 
the glory of God. But help us now as we live on this earth to work out our 
salvation with fear and trembling knowing it is God who worketh in us both to will 
and to do of His good pleasure. My Father, bless all who have come. All whose 
hearts are hungry. And I know each one of us is hungry for more of you, and you 
have more of us. And, Lord, come to each one of us... and visit us in this day, so 
that we will heed your voice and we will so walk on this earth that we will hear 
You say, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant." May You who have begun a 
good work in us, complete it to the day of Christ! And Lord, hear the cries of the 
hearts of Your children here tonight. Whatever their needs and burdens, we lay 
them at your feet. Supply these needs according to Your riches in glory... by Christ 
Jesus. And we would remember even to pray for those who have suffered in this 
recent series of tornadoes and storms. In the midst of judgment, remember 



mercy we pray. Comfort the sorrowful. Reveal Yourself to them. Give them the 
strength they need. Have mercy on our land and our President. Have mercy on 
the nations. And bless your saints and make us the people we ought to be, that in 
turn we can bless many more lives. And thank you Father for your goodness. 
Thank you. Lord for your presence in our midst! Thank you for causing us to have 
a fresh revelation of Thyself and to draw closer into Thy bosom. We give Thee 
praise in Jesus name. Amen! Amen. (Hallelujah.) 

[End] 


The Gift of Eternal Life and the Prize of the High Calling 

By C. Gordon Wolcott 

- extracted from The Lord's Day - 

To enter this study of God's plan for His people [that is, to enter The Lord's Day 
study], particularly in these concluding days of the age, it will be necessary 
constantly to rightly divide the Word of Truth, in order to bring no shame upon the 
workman (2Tim. 2:13). Right dividing in the Greek means to cut straight and 
distinguish between the various portions of divine Truth so that the cut pieces will 
fit together in one harmonious whole, - as is so necessary in tent-making. Let us 
look at an example which will [74] help to clarify much of the study which follows. 
The promise of Ro. 8:23 speaks of the 'gift' of God which is eternal life. In Phil. 3:14, 
we find the offer of the "prize" of the high calling. Do these passages refer to the 
same thing? Can the initial salvation, or eternal life for the soul, be both a gift and a 
prize? Many Scripture portions show that there is a prize to be won as well as a gift 
to be received. Instead of making God's Word contradict itself, let us fit each 
portion of truth into its proper place in the Divine scheme and let the fitting 
produce one harmonious whole. To rightly divide the Word there must be a 
distinguishing between the salvation or preservation of the soul which is a gift of 
God and the high calling which is something to be attained. The same word "Prize" 
use in Phil. 3:14 is also used in 1 Cor. 9:24 where it is defined as a reward such as is 
won in contests of athletic prowess. Not all that run the race win the prize; 
therefore, you are to run so that you might obtain it. In these passages (ICor. 9:26- 
27, Phil. 3:12-14), Paul then expresses his own apprehension of failure to obtain the 
prize. A well matured Christian is here running for a prize which he is not 



automatically certain of winning, but in 2 Tim. 1:12 Paul speaks with complete 
assurance, of God's ability to keep that which committed to Him for that day. Does 
not a right dividing of this Scripture bring realization that these latter words speak 
of Paul's certainty of preservation (eternal life) and that the former words present 
his realization of something else which he has not yet attained and which would 
require all his energies and devotion if he is to attain (Phil. 3:11-14)? 

The "prize" which Paul is so eager to attain is referred to as the "high calling" or 
"upward calling" (Phil. 3:14). It is an invitation to come up higher and is in harmony 
with the statement in Heb. 3:1, "So, then, brethren, set apart for God, partakers of 
the heavenly calling." It is a call or summons to attain to the glories of heaven. All 
who have received initial salvation are partakers of and associates in this heavenly 
calling, but all must give diligence to make the calling and election sure (2Peter 1:3- 
11). Surely this calling is not the same as the gift of eternal life for the soul which is 
now the present possession of every born-again Christian. A distinction is made in 
2Tim. 1:9 where Paul speaks of God Who saved us and called us with a holy calling, 
the two ideas being joined by the conjunction 'and'. Also, in Rom. 11:29, Paul 
speaks of the gifts oncf the calling of God, indicating they are not the same. 

If heaven is a prize to be won, then necessarily the gift of eternal life must provide 
the same plane on which it was lost, - the earthly. Adam was on earth, not in 
heaven, when he forfeited deathless life (Gen. 2:8,17). The prize involves being 
joint heirs with Christ in His own (heavenly) realm, to reign and rule with Him over 
the earth (Rom. 8:17, Rev. 5:10, 20:6 [75] Therefore, those saved ones who fail to 
make this 'calling' must come back to earth in the coming Kingdom Age to live in 
deathless physical bodies. The fact that many saved ones are now in that realm 
called paradise in no way indicates that they will be a part of that coming heavenly 
kingdom as co-heirs and co-rulers with Christ. Paradise is an intermediate state of 
bliss for departed souls who have been saved, but it is in no way synonymous with 
the glories of the coming Kingdom of Christ where those who have overcome will 
rule and reign with Him. Resurrected Life back to live on this earth is the lot of many 
saved ones until they have fully entered into all that has been ordained for them. 
Then at some later date, those also shall be translated into the heavenly realms and 
they will operate no longer in the physical but in a glorified body. God shows 
partiality to no person (Rom. 2:11) and there are no short-cuts and no steps to be 
skipped by any man along the way of preparation leading into glory. What was 
required of Paul is required of every man who is to join Christ in His heaven. 

The prize is a high calling (Phil. 3:14), a holy calling (2Tim.l:9) and a heavenly calling 
(Heb. 3:1). "High" indicates lofty or elevated and in type the high calling would be 
symbolized by the top or summit of a mountain raised up above the ground level of 
the plain. Moses on the top of Mt. Sinai would typify the high calling (Ex. 19:10-24). 
"High" also means "difficult to comprehend, or great price, or greater price than 
usual". Therefore, the high calling is not for easy-going, self-indulgent Christians, 



because a price must be paid. Paul knew the price, - a total renunciation of the 
things of the world system so that he might gain Christ and, if by any means, he 
might attain to the resurrection out from among the (saved) dead (Phil. 3:7-11). He 
refers to tUe first resurrection of those who will reign with Jesus Christ (Rev. 20:5). 
"High" also means elevated in rank, condition or office. Those who attain to the 
high calling are to receive positions of authority and rank far above those who enter 
the earthly Kingdom. They shall have part in the first resurrection and shall be 
priests of God and of Christ and shall reign with Him 1000 years over the earthly 
Kingdom (Rev. 20:6). Of the apostles Jesus said, "You shall sit on 12 thrones judging 
the 12 tribes of Israel" (Matt. 19:28). Those made priests and kings shall reign over 
the earth (Rev. 3:10), shall judge the world and shall judge some angels (ICor.6:2-3). 
Those of the high calling are to be elevated above many of the angels! 

The calling is not only high, it is also holy (2Tim.l:9). Follow peace with all mean and 
holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord (Heb.12:14), "holiness" means 
separation in spirit from the things of the world system. The Israelites delivered 
from Egypt and on their way to Canaan typify the Christians of this Age who have 
been delivered from the pollutions of this world and are on their way to the 
heavenly Kingdom. God gave numerous and detailed laws to teach the Israelites 
separation (holiness) from what defiles and makes "unclean". God said repeatedly, 
"You shall be holy (separated), for I am the Lord your God Who has separated you 
from other people" (Lev. 20:24). All these things happened to them for examples 
(types) and were written for our admonition (ICor. 10:11, 2Tim. 3:16), physical 
demonstrations of spiritual principles. Therefore, come out from among them and 
be separate and touch not the unclean thing, and / will receive you, says the Lord 
(2Cor. 6:17). He who has called you is holy, so you be holy in all your manner of 
living, because it is written, "Be holy for I am holy" (IPet. 1:15-16). The portion of 
the Church which is to become the bride of Christ is to be presented to Him a 
glorious church without spot or wrinkle or any such thing; it is to be holy 
(separated) and without blemish (Eph. 5:27). Certainly, most Christians have not yet 
attained to this kind of holiness and are not yet ready for a presentation to Him. 

The calling is also a heavenly calling (Heb. 3:1) and the prize of the high calling is 
heaven itself, the heavenly realm or kingdom which is being prepared for those who 
love Him with all their hearts and souls (Matt. 22:37), John 19:21), and who are 
being perfected unto His likeness, (Matt. 5:48, Eph. 4:12-13, Rom. 8:29), it is evident 
that those who do enter are to be clothed with bodies commensurate with the 
heavenly realm. 

C. Gordon Wolcott, Brotherhood of Jesus, La Jolla, CA- The Lord's Day, 1974, pp. 
73-74. 




